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Arab ministers meet in 


TUNIS (Agencies) — Arab foreign ministers were to meet in Tons 

WnfnrWlny In qiHaaf m MW |wr »Wm WarfAagfmwrging Arab States not to 
pass nwoinlkms which coaid mdenutae Secretary ofSble James Baker’s 
attc nqito to arrange an brad-Pskstfarian meeting in Cairo. “The United 
States asked the Arabs not to bdw a position that might jeopardise the 
Baker plan and to pot pre sstne on the Palestine Liberation O i g aafea ton 
(PLO) to accept the pisa as it stands,” an Arab ambassador sgfd. The Arab 
dtohnats said the PLO seems to have won the first round in the 
bettiad-the-sceaes battle. Officials fan Cairo said Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Fisniat Abdnl Magntrf was wmhh to attend the Tunis meeting because of 
previous m ga g e mm ts, bat Egypt’s ambassador ha Tends would head bfa 
country’s d eleg ation. Deputy Prime Minister sad Forei g n Minister 
Marwan A1 Qastm is l e a ding Jordan's delegation to the meeting. 
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BEIRUT (Agencies) — Leba¬ 
non’s strangest rightist mifirtia 
joined . d efian t General Michel 
Aoon ’Wednesday to face Syrian 
forces mustering for a threatened 
strike into the Christian enclave. 

Many Beaut residents fled the 
capital or strengthened under¬ 
ground shelters in fear- that a 
major ba tt le between Aoun and 
new President EBas Hrawi would 
shatter a two-month truce. 

Thousands of Christians, pins 
30 French' members of paifia- 
ment, flocked to Aoun’s stron¬ 
ghold, the sheQ-rnined presides^ 
tial palace in the Beirut suburb of 
Baabda, winch Hrawi has vowed 
to take. 

They blocked roads inthearca 
in a human shield, posing the 
danger of mass dviHan casualties 
if Hrawi, a. Christian moderate 
hacked by Syria, carries oat his 
threats to remove Aoon by force.. 

Samir Geagea^ leader of the 

mam ( I p iigi y iJwl ri ghtist miK - 

tia, theLebanese Foices,. told a - 
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yesterday to me Lebanese Forces 
to defend akmg with the army the 
Christian areas. ■ 

“The Lebanese forces is com¬ 
mitted to defend-every village, 
soldier and ovaian...” 

Diplomatic source^ said more 
than 7,000 Syrian soldiers had 
entered Lebanon in the past few 
days^ raising their strength to 
about 40,000. •: . 

Aoun rojectsr a peace plan 
under which Lebanon's presrden- 
cy has been reestablished after a 
gap Of more thbn : a year. 

He ‘cohimands. about 15,000 
regular soJdiers. The Lebanese 
Forcesmttftia 'about 10,000 
men arms'and th^T^Si** 
gists, who also joined lAong/s 
fine-op, 2,000. 

Hrawi ami the Syrians could 
call on support Cram army rails in 
the eastern sector, numbering ab¬ 
out 15,000 men, and from Dnxze 
and Muslim mtKtfam cn. . 

The presidential palace is ab¬ 
out five kilometres firm frontline 
positions at Soak A1 Gfaarb. 


U.S. says dialogue 
with PLO threatened 
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UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
U.S. Ambassador Thomas Pick¬ 
ering says the overall duJogne 
between the United States and 
Palestine Liberati on Organis a¬ 
tion (PLO) will be jeopardised if 
the Ge&eialAssembly recognises' 
the PLO as a state. 

Debate on the Palestinian 
problem opened .Wednesday 
morning in the ..General Assem¬ 
bly,where Arab states plannedl to 
introduce a resolution Thursday 
that would raise the PLO’s status 
from an-observer organisation to 
a non-voting state, like North and 
Sooth Korea, Monaco, the Vati¬ 
can^ San Marino and Switzerland. 
..The State .Department has 
threatened to cot off all U.S. 
foods for the United Nations if 
the General Assembly approves 
the step. The United States is 
assessed $216 millio n annually, 
one-fourth of the U.N. budget 
Pickering said Tuesday that the 
PLO move *has serious conse^ur 

Middle East, oar ongoing dia¬ 
logue with the PLO, a lot of very 
important issues, issues that.I 
would say should be much more 
important to the PLO than the 
mere change on a nameplate here 
in tite United Nations.'* 
in Rome Wednesday, the U.N. 
Food and Agriculture Ojcganisa- 
*tkm (FAO) voted overwhehninp- 
ly to cooperate with the PLO m 
offering technical assistance to 
Palestinians in the Tsradi-occa- 

g *ed territories. The United 
ates also threatened to ait 
fends to Hyit .-ftT g a ni ga t inh if the 

measure pamed; - 
.An Israeli delegate in Rome 

technkaTa^^n^to the IkraSs 
in tlte-occiipied territories .“tat 
why does it have to ber in col¬ 
laboration with file PLO, a .very 
pc^jtkal organisation. “ 

A PLO representative said 
“Wo were trying to depict reality 
mtiasocaqnedtemtenes.... Ido 
ntrt widi to taUt about politics.” 

Since PLO leader Yasser Ara- 
fat itxmnoed terrorismlast year, 
the United States has held talks 
with PLO representatives in 


: rr- 


. In a separate statement the 
Falange, which is the largest 
C3bristhm political party, called 
for general mobilisation. 

“The Falange Party declares 
tins hour an hoar of massing all 
pcrtsntial and caj»bilhies without 
any exception to co nfron t any 
attempt to infiltrate the (Christ¬ 
ian) area." 

The peace plan drafted by the 
Arab leagne has given Lebanon 
its most hopeful bid for a political 
settlement m 14 years of dvil war, 
tat was also brought it closer 
than ever before to partition. 

Lebanese Droze warlord Walid 
Junblatt warned his fighters 
Wednesday, they faced a tough 
task to oust Aoun and urged 
them to make the battle swift and 
sure. 

“Aoun wiQ not leave power 
easily and what is asked firom us is 
to consolidate the legitimate au¬ 
thority in Baabda ami Yaxzeh,** 
Junblatt told officers and soldiers 
of the mamiy-Dnize 11th brigade 


Junblatt told his troops in the 
eastern village of Hammana: 

“We are asked torio a specific 
mjsskzD is Soak AJ Ghafb and we 
should compete to make it a very 
quick battle to uproot the germ.” 

France urged Syria Wednesday 
not to start a battle in Beirut and 
pledged help for the civilian 
population if fighting broke out 
lt was the second French warn¬ 
ing in two days. 

French, Foreign Minister Ro¬ 
land Dumas said the Arab peace 
accord signed last month 'was 
Lebanon’s only hope. 

“Resorting to force' would, 
d ang erously, compromise, if not 
wreck, ^ tije hopes of a political 
sofankHa^ he told parliament 
He said French envoy Francois 
Scheer, who flew to Beirut and 
Damascus Tuesday, conveyed the 
warning in unequivocal terms to 
Hrawi and to the Syrian author¬ 
ities. 

Scheer, director-general of the 
French Foreign Mnristry, talked 
with Syrian Foreign Munster 
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A Lebanese family flees wfth their belongings from 
Beirut to Sooth Lebanon amid fears that Lebanese Baabda. 
President EBas Hrawi might use force to oust army 

Farouq A1 Sharaa Tuesday two the crowds sang and danced with 


hours after arriving from Leba¬ 
non where he met Hrawi. 

The Syrian news agency SANA 
reported later that Scheer gave 
Sharaa a message on Lebanon 


soldiers around bonfires. Many 
camped around huge portraits of 
Aoun which were erected at the 
roadside. 

The United States urged Aoun 


from President Francois Mitter- to obey the wishes of Lebanon’s 
rand for Syrian President Hafez new government and lay down his 
A1 Assad. arms. 

A poster at the entrance of the “We call on General Aoun and 


Baabda palace depicted the Un- his followers to put aside their 
ited States crucifying Lebanon personal animosities and comply 
and urged France: “Don't wash with the wishes of Lebanon’s 


your hands. (Pontius) Pilate, wifi constitutionally established gov- 
never be dean."' ' ezxnnent,’' said State Department 

Schools dosed hr west Beirut, spokeswoman Margaret Tut- 
panic buying emptied shop vnler. 

shelves and thousands fled the Tntwflfir said: “We urge all 
battered city. parties in Lebanon to exercise 

Thousands of Aoun’s suppor- restraint. Lebanon has seen 
teis, mostly young people, held a enough bloodshed and violence.” 
third alT-rught vigil-at his pres- “A political process is under- 
idential palace to show their way and we are convinced that it 


spport for tiie general. 


is possible for the peoj^e of Leba- 


In a carnivaJ-Kke atmosphere, non to rise to the challenge and to 


Tunis, Tuniaa- 

Arab LeagueAmbassador Qo- 
vis Maksoud said tta Arab group 
was determined to go ahead with, 
the move to change the PLO’s 
status in the Umtea Nations, but 
that negotiations would continue 
•w ith ome r U.N. members. 

Pickering rejected any coat- 
promise, saying, “We are dearly 
not interested in expiring all the 
alternatives. 

“We axe interested in finding a' 
way to end tins particular afty ! 
idea that the Pa lestini ans can be i 
declared a state here in the Un- | 
iled Nations when they havenone 
of the attributes erf a state.” 

European and Nordic diplo- ! 
mats, who often act as buffer in 
the recurring" U.S>PLO con¬ 
frontations, worked on a com¬ 
promise prior to the showdown 
vote Friday, but said privately 
they had Utile hope. 

Upgrading the PLO’s status 
would take a simple majority vote ; 
of the 159 General Assembly 
memebrs. As a member of the 
102-member Non-Aligned Move- 
meat, the PLO has more than 
enough votes to prevail. 

Last year, the FLO declared 
the existence of a state of Pales¬ 
tine in the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, and the 
FLO says 127 states have recog¬ 
nised it. 

Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de rw»llar said the United States 
was obligated to pay its U.N. 
dues even if the PLO is recog¬ 
nised as Palestine. 

He rejected the U.S. threat of 
non-payment and commented, 
“sometimes I think I have the 
imp ressi on that the Ameri cans 
think that they’re making a loan. 
The Americans ought to pay what 
they owe.” 

•Former President Ronald 
Reagan ordered U.S. dues with¬ 
held until the world body trim¬ 
med its budget and bureaucracy. 

Last-year, be expressed sabs- 
faction with the United Nations’ 
progress in reform and ordered 
foil repayment of the dues, but 
the U.S. Congress has not autho¬ 
rised payment of the arrears. 



A group of Pal estinian s raffing themselves the 
Palestinian Popular Army parade through the,, 


casbah area of Nablus and speak 
peakers on political matters 


Palestinians strike to 
mark partition votes 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Palestinians of the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip staged 
a general strike Wednesday to 
.mark tbe a nn ive rsar y of the 1947 
U.N. vote supporting creation of 
a Jewish state in Palestine. 

In the Gaza Strip, Palestinians 
said six resi d ents — one an eight- 
year-old boy— were wounded m 
stone-throwing dashes with sol¬ 
diers on alert for. an expected 
surge of protests to mark the 
anniversary. 

Leaflets ordering the strike 
were issued by the Islamic resist¬ 
ance movement, known as 
Hamas, and by tbe rival Islamic 
Jihad (holy war). 

Some Palestinian sources said 
the simultaneous call reflected a 
reconciliation between tbe 
groups. But others said there was 
no sign of coordination and the 
day was a natural occasion for a 
strike since both groups opposed 
thepaztition resolution. 

Toe Arab World rejected tbe, 
U.N. plan to partition British- 


ruled Palestine into Jewish and 
Arab states. 

The strike paralysed the occu¬ 
pied territories. Shops dosed, 
traffic came to a standstill and 
labourers boycotted jobs in 
Israel. 

An Israel radio correspondent 
reported from RamaDah in the 
West Bank that Islamic activists 
had scrawled slogans cm walls 
saying “Let the day of partition 
be a day of escalation” mid “Tbe 
Arabs’ only enemy is the Jew.” 

Israeli military authorities, 
assessing the nearly two-year-old 
Palestinian uprising, said Tues¬ 
day Muslim fundamentalists were 
gaining influence in the occupied 
areas despite the arrest of hun¬ 
dreds of activists. 

hi Rafah in the Gaza Strip, 
Palestinians said soldiers used 
noise bombs and tear-gas and 
fired shots to disperse protesters, 
wounding three of them. Two 
Gazans from Beit Hanotm village 
mid one from Gaza City were also 
wounded. 


Gaza City residents said troops 
sealed the house of Mahmoud 
Masman, 26, accused of attacking 
Palestinians suspected of col¬ 
laborating with Israel. They said 
25 people lived in the bouse. 

Oh Tuesday Palestinians, in an 
unprecedented show of force, 
sealed off part of Nablus in the 
West Bank to hunt people be¬ 
lieved to have betrayed activists 
to tbe Israeli army, residents said. 

Borrowing an army tactic, the 
armed nuHtauts of Black Panther 
groups confined more than 
20,000 residents for up to 90 
minutes. They seized and severe¬ 
ly beat two Arabs, suspected of 
riding Israel, residents said. 

In its 50th leaflet since the 
revolt began on Dec. 9,1987, Hamas 
said Monday it bad “prepared 
tho nfian rk tn wealate the uprising 

by all means” and would not be 
deterred by tbe arrest of its lead¬ 
er, Sbeikh Ahmad Yassin. 

The leaflet also said Hamas 
had kidnapped and killed two 
Israeli soldiers this year. 


King urges increased 
U.N. efforts for peao 


chief Michel Aoun from the presidential palace in 
Baabda. 


carry on peacefully the process of 
national reconciliation.” 

Israeli ‘warning’ 

Israel’s air force chief warned 
Syria Wednesday it would risk 
confrontation with Israel if Syrian 
warplanes entered Lebanese airs¬ 
pace. 

“There is no doubt that enter¬ 
ing Lebanon * could bring un¬ 
wanted confrontations between 
our. jrfanes which fly regularly 
over Lebanon and Syrian planes 
that enter by surprise,” said Ma¬ 
jor-General Avihu Bin-Nun, 
commander of Israel's air force. 

Speaking to an Israeli women’s 
organisation Wednesday, Bin- 
Nun said Syria has avoided flying 
in Lebanese airspace for years 
tat recently used its air force to 
intimidate Aoun. 


UNITED NATIONS (Petra) — 
IBs Majesty King Hussein 
Wednesday urged the United Na¬ 
tions to increase its efforts and 
speed up wort: towards a just and 
durable solution for the Arab- 
Israeli conflict that would guaran¬ 
tee the rights of the Palestinian 
people in their homeland and the 
establishment of an independent 
Palestinian state on Palestinian 
soil. 

■ “The Palestinian people, who 
have been suffering for a long 
time and offering heavy sacri¬ 
fices, have all the right to security 
stability, freedom and peace in 
their own independent state like 
all other peoples of the world,” 
the King said in a message to tbe 
United Nations on the eve of the 
Day of Solidarity with the Palesti¬ 
nian People. 

King Hussein called on tbe 
world organisation to provide in¬ 
ternational guarantees to ensure 
protection for tile Palestinian 
people under Israeli rule and to 
ensure Israel’s strict co nfo r mi t y 
to the Fourth Geneva Conven¬ 
tion until a total Israeli withdraw¬ 
al has been achieved from all 
occupied Arab territories and so 
that the Palestinian people can 
exercise their right to living in 
dignity and freedom in accord¬ 
ance with an internationally 
guaranteed just and durable set¬ 
tlement. 

King Hussein noted that tbe 
Palestinian people's sufferings 
had increased lately at the hands 
of the Israeli authorities while no 
real progress had been made in 
peace efforts. 

“Israel persists m its obstinacy 
and' continues to -reject negotia¬ 
tions with the Palestine Libera- 


Moscow 
hits Kohl 

MOSCOW (Agencies) — The 
Soviet Union Wednesday conde¬ 
mned a call by West German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl for a 
federation of East and West Ger¬ 
many, accusing him of trying to 
stir up East German nationalism. 

“We can see clearly an attempt 
to push the recently-started pro¬ 
cess of renovation in the GDR 
(East Germany) in a nationalist 
direction, to prescribe the route 
and meaning erf reform,” Foreign 
Mnristry spokesman Yuri Gre- 
mitskikh said. , 

He said Kohl had acted without 
considering the feelings of other' 
European countries, especially 
East Germany, noting that East 
Beriin’s leaders had said reuni¬ 
fication was not on their political 
agenda. 

“It is completely clear that such 
actions do not correspond in any 
way to tbe Helsinki principles... 
and have nothing in common with 
universally adopted norms of re¬ 
lations between sovereign 
states,” Gremitslrikh told a regu¬ 
lar news conference. 

Kohl, in a speech to parliament 
Tuesday, outlined a 10-point 
German unity programme and 
offered economic support to East 
Berlin in Bonn’s boldest response 
yet to radical changes sweeping 
through East Germany. 

But Gremitskikh said Kohl was 
swimming against the tide of 
opinion from other European 
states — including the Soviet 
Union — which did not want to 
change the post-Worid War II 
borders. 

“We would like to hope that 
Bonn will not lose its sense of 
realism,” be said. 

“One should not .forget that 
there are dozens of other states in 
Europe which are intensely in¬ 
terested in preserving stability 
but not in the destruction of 
territorial political structures, 
with all resulting dangerous con¬ 
sequences for tiie peaceful future 
of European peoples,” Gremits¬ 
kikh said. 

East German leader Egon 
Krenz has said he was ready to 
discuss closer cooperation with 
-West Germany but reunification 
was not on the agenda. 

“German unity is not on the 
agenda. We are ready to cooper¬ 
ate with, the Federal Republic 
(West Germany) but we are not 
ready to let ourselves be given 
conditions or preconditions,” he 
told West German television 
(ARD). 


tion Organisation (PLO) for a 
just peace despite the FLO’s 
overtures towards peace,” King 
Hussein added. 

“Over the past 22 years, Israel 
has maintained its military 
occupation of all Palestinian 
lands, pursuing aggressive poh- 
ries and following repressive me¬ 
asures against the indigenous 
population, a practice that has 
become well known, to the world 
community,” the King pointed 
out. He said Israel had been 
seeking to impose a de facto 
situtaion on tbe Arab Pales tinian 
people, forcing them to accept 
occupation or forced emigration 
to join the thousands of their 
refugee brothers dispersed in 
different countries as a result of 
Israel’s occupation, which started 
in 1948. 

“As you are aware, the Palesti¬ 
nians have refused to succumb to 
subjugation and have continued 
their adherence to their land de¬ 
spite Israel's repression.” King 
Hussein said. 

He said that Israel was now 
being confronted with the Palesti¬ 
nian uprising that has been raging 
for two years to fofl Israeli 
dreams and to clearly manifest 
Palestinian people's rejection of 
papitulatkra. 


“The intifada in the occupied 
Arab lands has proved beyond 
any shred of doubt that tbe 
Palestinians are holding on to 
their homeland and are willing to 
die hi the course of defending it,” 
the King said. 

Referring to Jordan's assist¬ 
ance to the Palestinians, the King 
noted that a decision was taken 
last year to sever legal and admi¬ 
nistrative ties with the West Bank 
in order to corroborate the 
Palestinian people's struggle and 
to hi ghligh t the* Palestinian peo¬ 
ple's national identity. 

King Hussein referred in his 
message, which was addressed to 
the United Nations Committee 
on the Inalienable Rights of the 
Palestinian People, to the PLO’s 
’‘brave and constructive move to¬ 
wards peace and its moderate 
policies.” and also to “the favour¬ 
able international diplomatic cli¬ 
mate which should encourage all 
concerned powers to find solu¬ 
tions for regional conflicts." 

The King stressed Jordan's 
strong belief that an international 
peace conference is the most 
appropriate forum for tbe imple¬ 
mentation of U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 242 and 338, 
which can ensure the legitimate 
rights of the Palestinian people. 


King visits GHQ 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein, the Supreme 
Commander of the Jordanian Armed Forces. Wednesday called at 
tbe Armed Forces General Headquarters where he was received by 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, the acting chief of staff and 
assistants. During the visit, the King discussed issues of concern to 
the Armed Forces. King Hussein was accompanied in the visit by 
Royal Court Chief Mudar Badran.' 


Gorbachev visits Italy 
ahead of Malta summit 


ROME (R) — Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev began a 
three-day visit to Italy Wednes¬ 
day during which he will gauge 
European views on momentous 
changes in the Communist world 
before tbe superpower summit in 
Malta. 

The Uyushin-62 airliner car¬ 
rying Goibacbev, who wiD make 
history on Friday by becoming 
the first Kremlin chief to meet a 
Pope, arrived 10 minutes early 
from Moscow to crisp sunny 
weather in the Italian capital, 
blanketed by an unprecedented 
security operation. 

Both Italian and Soviet officials 
say tbe visit will be the opportun¬ 
ity for Gorbachev to take stock 
with a leading European govern¬ 
ment on turmoil in East Ger¬ 
many, Hungary, Poland and 
Czechoslovakia that is changing 
the post-war face of Europe at 
breathtaking pace. 

Tbe Italian tour las taken on 
major new importance because it 
is sandwiched between an infor¬ 
mal European Community (EC) 
summit called 10 days ago to dis¬ 
cuss Eastern Europe ana the Mal¬ 
ta seaborne meeting with U.S. 


President George Bush. 

Soviet officials say tjhe situation 
in Europe has changed radically 
since Gorbachev visited West 
Germany in May or even since his 
visit to Finland a month ago. 

After a brief arrival ceremony 
at the airport, where Gorbachev 
told Prime Minister Ginlio 
Andreotti he was “in good spir¬ 
its,” he drove with his wife Raisa 
in an armour-plated Zi! limousine 
to die residence of the Soviet 
ambassador,' set in extensive 
parkland overlooking the 
Vatican. 

Giuseppe Garibaldi, hero of 
Italian reunification in tbe last 
century, once threatened to shell 
the Vatican from nearby. 

After a brief step in the ambas¬ 
sador’s villa, Gorbachev, accom¬ 
panied by Raisa and Foreign 
Minister Eduard Shevardnadze, 
drove to the Quirinal Palace of 
President Francesco Cossiga for 
an official welcome from hel- 
ineted horsegnards and a first 
round of talks over lunch. 

He was later doe to hold dis¬ 
cussions with Andreotti as well as 
making a rapid tour of Rome 
tourist spots with Raisa. 


Bush promises no 
surprises in Malta 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi¬ 
dent George Bush, out to reas¬ 
sure allies fearing a repeat of 
Ronald Reagan’s near-giveaway 
of the Western midear arsenal at 
tbe 1986 Reykjavik summit, has 
vowed to avoid surprises at his 
Malta meeting with Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev. 

‘Tm not going to go off and 
prematurely jump out there and 
try to grandstand by committing 
them (the NATO allies) to some¬ 
thing. That’s not how you keep 
an affiance strong, nor is that the 
way you effect permanent 
changes,” Bush said Tuesday at 
an impromptu news conference in 
the Oval Office. 

“The surprise wiD be, if you’re 
looking for a surprise, there 
won’t be a surprise,” be added as 
he railed against “euphoric ex¬ 
pectations of some deal.” 

Mindful of bitter affied com¬ 
plaints about Reykjavik where 
Reagan nearly agreed to elimin¬ 
ate nudear arms without consult¬ 
ing other Western leaders. Bush 
noted that he has spoken to every 


NATO leader about the two-day 
summit that begins Saturday. 

He also sought to dampen spe¬ 
culation, fuelled in part by admi¬ 
nistration offidals and by the 
president himself in an upbeat 
Thanksgiving eve address, that 
the Malta talks will produce a 
breakthrough on arms control. 

Bush said Tuesday be and Gor¬ 
bachev might discuss in a general 
way “how a defence system will 
look 10 years from now” tat 
denied he would make specific 
proposals. 

“I am not going to enter into an 
arms control agreement,” he 
added. 

Bush left open the possibility 
that tbe two leaders, while stop¬ 
ping short of any formal agree¬ 
ments, could reach general 
understandings 

But his tone contrasted”sharply 
with that of White House spokes¬ 
man Martin Fitzwater, who said 
Monday that arms reduction, 
troop levels in Europe and milit¬ 
ary force structures would be on 
the table at Malta. 































Middle East News 


Ethiopia, rebels to hold 
peace talks next year 


r NAIROBI (R) — Ethiopia and Eritrean rebels said 
Wednesday they would hold full scale negotiations 
~ early next year to end Africa’s longest-running war. 


In a communique ending eight 
days of talks in Nairobi the gov¬ 
ernment and separatist rebels of 
the Eritrean People's Liberation 
Front (EPLF) said former Tanza- 
rioian President Julius Nyerere and 
ex-U.S. President Jimmy Carter 
,would chair the conference. 

„ They also agreed on seven in¬ 
ternational observers — the 
.Organisation of African Unity. 
Zimbabwe, Senegal, Tanzania, 
,Sudan, Kenya and tbe United 
Nations — to oversee the nego- 
. nations. 

.. The United Nations has de¬ 
clined the invitation because its 
rules state that it can only re¬ 
spond to such requests from its 
.general Assembly or Security 
Council. 


r “The two sides also discussed 
. possible goodwill actions inclnd- 
„ing how to minimise suffering 
because of the drought (in north¬ 
ern Ethiopia)," Carter, who 
chaired tbe Nairobi talks, told a 
news conference. 

He added that he hoped to use 
his influence to ensure unim¬ 
peded movement of international 
aid to the drought — and war- 
racked northern provinces of 
Eritrea, Tigray and WoUo, where 


Mother pleads for Naccache’s life 


PARIS (R) — The mother of a jailed pro-Iranian g unman made 
an impassioned plea Tuesday for the life of her son. said to be in a 


an impassioned plea Tuesday for the life of her son, said to be in a 
grave state because of a hunger strike. The lawyer for Lebanese 
Anis Naccache, serving life for double murder, released the open 
letter addressed to French President Francois Mitterrand and 
Iranian leader Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani. “On the 81st day 
of the hunger strike undertaken by my son, and given the grave 
deterioration of his health, I appeal to President Rafsanjani to 
intervene quickly to save my son,” wrote Hayat Naccache. “At 
the same time I send an appeal to the president of France and to 
his humanitarian sense,” she said. Mis. Naccache said such 
intervention would conform with the spirit of Islam and would be 
in line with “agreements undertaken by the French government of 
(former rightist Prime Minister Jacques) Chirac for the release of 
my son.” 


Dutch journalist freed in Lebanon 


AMSTERDAM (R) — A Dutch journalist jailed in Lebanon 
since September on charges of espionage and possession of illegal 
drugs has been released, a Dutch Foreign Ministry spokesman 
_saidTuesday. Journalist Charles Van Der Leeuw, who works for 
Dutch and Belgian newspapers and broadcasting companies, was 
now out of the country and in the hands of Dutch diplomats, the 
spokesman added. He was arrested on Sept 28 by Lebanese 
security officials who said they found hashish and a map of 
Lebanon with marked military bases during a search of his home 
in Beirut. Van Der Leeuw claimed he was arrested because army 
chief Michel Aoun disapproved of bis dispatches and his contacts 
with Druze Muslim militia leader WaHd Junblatt. 


Syria, Soviets discuss cooperation 


DAMASCUS (R) — Soviet Deputy Defence Minister Vitaly 
Shabanov discussed miiitaiy cooperation with Syrian Defence 
Minister Mustafa Has in Damascus, Soviet officials said. They 
said Soviet Ambassador Alexander Zotov, who was quoted by Che 
Washington Post last week as saying Syria should abandon its aim 
of strategic parity with Israel, attended the talks. Zotov said last 
Wednesday that Western news reports had not told the foil story 
of what he wanted to say. He said ties between Damascus and 
Moscow, Syria’s main arms supplier, were strong. 


Nicosia mayors hope for unified city 


NICOSIA (R) — The two mayors of divided Nicosia have said 
they were determined to press ahead in forging links between 
Greek and Turkish Cypriots. “Children shouldn't be growing up 
seeing each other as enemies," Turkish-Cypriot Mayor Mustafa 
AkmcT said after talks with Greek-Cypriot Mayor Lellos Demet- 
tiades. Demetriades said he believed the environment was now 
more favourable for further exchanges between the two sides. 
The two mayors, who spoke to reporters in the U.N.-policed 
buffer zone dividing the city, jointly won an international award 
last month for their plans to develop Nicosia. Both sides will build 
roads, sewers and parks with eventual reunification of the city in 
mind. 
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the United Nations says up to four 
imTHo n people may starve early 
next year because of crop failure. 

Shortly after the joint com¬ 
munique was read Alauxiu 
Mohammad Saiyed, head of the 
EPLF negotiators, and Ethiopia’s 
chief delegate Ashagre Yigletu 
traded accusations over why the 
United Nations bad declined to 
be an observer. 

Without giving details, Alamin 
accused Ethiopia of trying to per¬ 
suade the United Nations not to 
participate, a charge Ashagre 
sharply rejected. 

Carter sometims looked help¬ 
less and was forced to intervene 
frequently during the news con¬ 
ference as the two sides spoke at 
length about their commitment to 
peace in Eritrea, which has been 
devastated by 28 years of war, 
Africa’s longest-running con¬ 
flict. 


Carter, who brokered the 1979 
Camp David accords which led to 
peace between Egypt and Israel, 
said the Nairobi talks had nearly 
broken down two or three times 
over the question of the role and 
appointment of observers. 

“These negotiations have at 
times been very difficult, but the 


persistence, wisdom and desire 
for accommodation demons¬ 
trated by both rides have finally 
prevailed,” he said. 

“The issues that divide the 
parties are deeply felt. In spite of ■ 
the (harsh) language they are 
using, we are moving for w ar d. 
The peace process has continued 
and w ill co ntinue-" 

The EPLF wants independence 
for Eritrea, a Cornier Italian col¬ 
ony federated with Ethiopia in 
1952 under a* U.N. mandate and 
strategically located along the 
Red Sea, Ethiopia’s main outlet 
to the outside world. 

Eritrea’s legislature abolished 
the federal status 10 years later 
and voted to join Ethiopia which 
has rince given tbe province li¬ 
mited autonomy. 

Although the delegations 
agreed to hold a full scale peace 
confeence early next year, they 
set no date. Carter said he and 
Nyerere would decide on this and 
the venue after consultations with 
the warring parties. 

The Eritrean war has killed 
hundreds of thousands of people 
— Carter puts {he death toll at 
one mill i on — and sent another 
800,000 fleeing into exile. 

Combined with another rebel¬ 
lion ra g in g in n eighb ouring Tig- 
ray the war effort is costing 
Ethiopia, one of Africa’s poorest 
nations, more than half its annual 
budget. 


Iran accepts 
U.N. offer 
of Gulf 
peace talks 


After tile meeting, the Security 
Council released a statement 
saying its members were con¬ 
vinced that with their support the 
U.N. peace plan would be im¬ 
plemented speedily. 

Asked if both sides had been 
.cooperative during die Ehasson 
mission, the- secretary general 
said: “They were very coopera¬ 
tive with my personal representa¬ 
tive (but) not necessarily coop¬ 
erative with each other.” 

Diplomats said Iraq, which is 
expected to attend the December 
sessions, was not very enthusias¬ 
tic about the negotiations because 
it wanted face to face talks with 
Iran. 

The two sides are still believed 
to be for apart in breaking the 
stalemate towards reaching a 
permanent peace settlement since 
they stopped eight years of war¬ 
fare in August 1988. 


Reformists 
push for 
change in 
Algerian 
ruling party 


ALGIERS (R) — Guerrilla 
veterans had never seen anything 
like it: Within minutes of the 
opening of a National liberation 
front (FLN) congress, delegates 
stood up to noisuy demand re¬ 
placement of the entire Central 


Young reformists are p ushing 
for change in rite party mat has 
ruled Algeria for 77 years and is 
still run by veterans of its eight- 
year war of indep e nden c e from 


“Stagnation cannot last forever 
because of the situation in Alger¬ 
ia and also what is happening 
everywhere else around the 
world,” President Chadli Ben- 
jedid told reporters Tuesday, 
apparently referring to dramatic 
cnange sweeping other former 
one-party states in Eastern 
Europe. 

. “Tins is the first really demo¬ 
cratic congress since 1962,” said 
Salmi Adlan, 27, one of the 
youngest of 5,000 delegates who 
are charting the PIN’s future in a 


multi-party democracy launched 
by Benjedid last year. ‘ 


UNITED NATIONS (R) —The 
U.N. secretary general has said 
he expected planned peace talks 
with Iran end Iraq in mid-Decem¬ 
ber to be indirect negotiations 
rather than face-to-face discus- 
sons between the protagonists. 

In response to questions, Javier 
Perez de Cuellar said Iranian 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati had accepted die invita¬ 
tion to come to New York but he 
had not received a reply yet from 
Iraqi Foreign Minister Tariq 
Aziz. 


Benjedid is counting on new 
blood like Adlan to rejuvenate 
the party and help it overcome a 
rising opposition challenge to win 
the tost multi-party elections due 
on the local level next year. 

The president launched sweep¬ 
ing political and economic re¬ 
forms of his own after youth riots 
swept the country last year. 

Tbe Congress is the first in 
FLN history at which half the 
delegates are directly elected by 
die rank and file. Adlan, an 
engineer from the town of BHda 
50 kilometres sooth of Algiers, is 
one of them. 


. He said that if both minsters 
did participate, he expected to 
meet them separately for discus¬ 
sions on how to proceed towards 
implementing a comprehensive 
peace plan. 

The secretary general was 
speaking to reporters after brief¬ 
ing tiie Security Council on the 
recent shuttle mission to both 
countries by his personal repre¬ 
sentative, Ambassador Jan 
Ehasson. 


“The current Central Commit¬ 
tee is not representative. That’s 
why the rank and file has deman¬ 
ded free elections.” he told Ren¬ 
ters, referring to the stormy 
opening Tuesday. 

For years FLN congresses were 
stage-managed shows at which 
party bosses engineered applause 
and raised delegates’ hapds on 
cue. Delegates said Tuesday’s 
outbursts appeared spontaneous , 
and would benefit Benjedid in his 
fight against hardliners who 
opposed his reforms. 


Ageing ex-guerrilla comman¬ 
ders who led the country under 
former President Houari Boume- 
dienne were sitting in the front 
rows but the young reformists at 
tiie back stole the limelight. 

Mohammad Salah Yahiaoui, 
FLN coordinator in the 1970s, 
Boumedienne’s long-serving 
Foreign Minister Abdel Aziz 
•Bouteflika and industry czar 
Abdessalcm Belaid were ex¬ 
pected to speak Wednesday, de¬ 
legates said 

“We respect all the old leaders 
bat it’s time to prepare for a new 
generation. The young are cap¬ 
able of bearing tiie responsibil¬ 
ity,” said 32-year-old Mansonr 
Mohammad Ezzedine, also a de¬ 
legate from BHda. 


Adlan, son of an ex-independ¬ 
ence fighter, and Ezzedine call 
themselves socialists bat back 
Benjedid’s fad to free the colossal 
public sector from bureaucratic 
constraints. 

They appear less motivated by 
any specific ideology — other 
than the FLN principles of social¬ 
ism, Islam and national inde¬ 
pendence — than by the need to 
be heard and play leadership 
roles. 
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Afghan rebels launch public relations battle 


ISLAMABAD (AP) Afgha¬ 
nistan’s anti-Communist guerril¬ 
las have mounted a new offen¬ 
sive, bat this time they are par- 
smug good press not nuStaiy suc¬ 
cesses, say rebel and Western 
sources. 

Meanwhile, a Western diplo¬ 
mat who refused to be farther 
identified said that rebel fighters 
can count on U.S. financial sup¬ 
port for at least another two 
years. 

The United States and Saudi 
Arabia have bankrolled the re¬ 
bels for much of their 11-year war 
to oast ruling Marxists from 
Afghanistan, winch bnragHit than 
up against 103,000 Soviet combat 
troops who fought alongside 
Afghan government soldiers. 

Moscow continues to aim the 
Afghan government - 

The United States already has 
apportioned money for 1990 and 
it appears “funds are there for 
another year to 1991,” said the 
diplomatic source. He declined to 
give a figure. 

Last February, Soviet soldiers 
returned home after trying for 
nine years to crush the Afghan 
insurgency, and reaching a stale- 
male.' 

Since then, the rebels havelost 
most rounds in the fight for world 
opinion, say guerrilla and West¬ 
ern sources. Afghanistan's Presi¬ 
dent NajzbuHah, who uses only 
one name, has emerged as a man 
of compromise. 

He has offered to step down in 
the cause of peace, although he 
often has contradicted that offer, 
claiming to be the only popularly 
elected leader. And his cans for a 
ceasefire have been rejected by 
the insurgents who say NajibnQah 
would use a hdl in fi ghting to 
consolidate and regroup. 


In contrast, the rebel lead¬ 
ership has developed an image of 
a group of bickering power 
brokers. 

Two of the more powerful re¬ 
bel groups have been sparring 
sporadically in northern Afgha¬ 
nistan. The seven-party rebel 
coalition is divided into Islamic 
moderates and fundamentalists - 
Internal fights have characterised 
the 9 -month-old rebel govein- 
ment-in-exile. 

“Instead of slogans, we most 
face reality. We can’t ignore 
world opinion,” said Abdul 
Rahim, a spokesman for the 
Pakistan-based rebel alliance. 
“We have to be more realistic, 
more phoned, a friend, not an 
enemy.” 


n if ariaf ] image . tO 30 apathetic 
international community. 

“The world thinks that now the 
Soviets are gone and ifs only the 
jyaift of Afghans,” said Rahim. 
‘They don't have any interest in 
the war,' they just think that 
somehow it should be sorted oat. 
They don’t care how.” 

Rahim said without the mil¬ 
lions of dollars worth of military 
hardware Moscow sends monthly 
to Kabul, the government would 
cease to exist. 

“The regime is fighting to pro¬ 
tect NajibuQah and a couple hun¬ 
dred guys and the Mujahedeen 
are fi gh ting because of these cou- 


A Western diplomat said .-tiie 
rebel's public image campaign is a 
reaction to p re s s u re from-Pakis¬ 
tan and Umted States. ‘‘.''.C* 1: 

“They have taken a speoal 
interest now/’ one diplomat said. 
“Before they had gnat press and, 
didn’t have to try far it, bat how 
they do.” 

On Monday, rebel fighters re¬ 
united two Soviet prisoners of 
war with their mothers in an 
emotional ceremony that saw 
Moscow’s ambassador to Pakis¬ 
tan, Victor Yakunin, sitting 
alongside Syed Gailairi, president 
of the self-proclaimed rebel gov¬ 
ernment. 

Yakunin promised the release 
of 33 prismas m Kabul — Afghans 
and Pakistani and Arab sokfiers 
who fought alongside the rebels. 
But a Western diplomat said 
Moscow has reneged on past 
promises to return rebel pris¬ 
oners. 

Rebels said they took the risk 
in an attempt to present a hxnna- 


p!e hundred guys,” said one di¬ 
plomat. Lite rebels call them¬ 
selves Mujahedeen, or Islamic 
holy, warriors. . 

Despite overtures by Moscow 
for a mutual aims adrift, a-West¬ 
ern diplomat said- there are no 
si gns the Soviet Union is pre¬ 
pared for a negotiated settle¬ 
ment. ^ v’V — 

“There are all kinds of sigm of 


parliament. has approved an 
amn est y , for all Soviet soldiers 
who committed crimes while 
serving in Afghanistan, confirm¬ 
ing that deserters could return 
home without fear of punish¬ 
ment.' .. ^ 

The measure gave .frill . legal 
force to the amnesty announced 
in July, 1988 by pubic prosecutor 
Alexander Sukharev.- 

It also appeared to bea-sweep- 
ing, unconditional pardon for all 
cranes committed by sotdkrrs dur¬ 
ing the Soviet Union’s infae^year 
engagement. 

“The Supreme Soviet (parlia¬ 
ment) today granted an amnesty 
to former Soviet servicemen-who 
committed crimes while in'Afgha¬ 
nistan,” said the TASS news 
agency report of the dedskm 
Tuesday. 


- *This decision confirms that all 
Soviet servicemestr. taken prison- 


mst^wfflbeahteto 


their backers bat -no signs of 
flexibility from the regime,” : smd_ 
one diplomat. 

He said Moscow refuses to 
abandon Najibullah and his rul¬ 
ing People’s Democratic Party of 
Afghanistan, despite offers from 
tiie rebels to include some current 
Kabul lawmakers in a postwar 
government. 

Rahim said Najibullah, the for¬ 
mer chief of Afghanis tan's feared 
secret police, “is a criminal" that 
not even the most moderate of 
rebel leaders is prepared to 
accept 

Soviets approve amnesty for 
veterans 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 


Israeli army’s conscientious objectors 
refuse to serve in occupied territories 


TEL AVIV (R) — At just 19, 
Anrit Lewenhoff has the makings 
of a model Israeli soldier. A star 
in basic training, be was recom¬ 
mended for a tank commanders’ 
course. 

But when posted to the occu¬ 
pied West Bank, be refused to 
go.. 

Opposed to Israel’s presence in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
Lewenhoff is one of a growing 
number of soldiers jailed as con¬ 
scientious objectors for refusing 
to serve there during nearly two 
years of a Palestinian uprising 
against-Israeli rule. 

The Yesh Gvul Movement — 
its name means “there’s a limit” 
— says 94 of tiie soldiers have 
gone to jail. 

The army puts the total at 69. 
Both agree seven were conscript's 
under 21. Although they dispute 
the total, the army and Yesh 
Gvul agree the rest were reser¬ 
vists. 

Army officers admit privately 
the phenomenon is far more 
widespread than the courts-mar¬ 
tial indicate. Hundreds of other 
soldiers avoid duty in the territor¬ 
ies by persuading their comman¬ 
ders to post than inside Israel. 

Yesh Gvul activist Peretz Kid- 
ron, 56, who first refused to serve 
in the territories in 1974, said: 


“I take literally the name of the 
army, which is tiie Israel defence 
forces. I don’t see serving in the 
territories as serving Israeli de¬ 
fences.” 

“This is an army of occupation 
and repression and I refuse to 
play any part in it,” he said. 

The issue is controversial in a 
country where nearly all Jewish 
men are drafted for three years 
from age 18 and then called tip 
- for annual reseve duty to age 54. 

. Polls show the army is Israel's 
most revered institution, through 
it faces worldwide accusations of 
using excessive force against the 
1.7 minion Palestinians waging 
the revolt in the occupied terri¬ 
tories. 

In its war in Lebanon from 
2982 to 1985, Israel jailed some 
160 conscientious objectors. But 
Israelis rarely refused duty in the 
territories until the uprising 
erupted in December 1987 and 
dashes with stone-throwing civi¬ 
lians became a daily affair. 

Lewenhoff sparked a furore in 
1987 when he led a group of 16 
army recruits who wrote to De¬ 
fence Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
wanting: “If ordered to take part 
in r epr e ssi ve actions, we will be 
forced to refuse. 

“We wore all bom after 1967 
when the Israeli army in essence 


turned from a defensive army 
into a conquering and oppressive 
army,” they wrote, referring to 
tiie occupation of the Arab terri¬ 
tories in the 1967 Middle East 
war. 

After jailing Lewenhoff for 
some 100 days, against an aver- 

X of 24 days for conscientious 
ectors, the army reassigned 
him to a post Inside Israel. 

Formed in 1982 to oppose tiie 
jnvaaon of Lebanon, Yesh Gvul 
now works fo etid the occupation 
of ~the territories.' 


It wants the government to 
drop its refusal to negotiate with 
the Palestine liberation Orga¬ 
nisation. 

“There's a limit to obedience 
even if you live in a democratic 
country,” said group spokesman 
Am n on Karmon, an army 
sergeant jailed for a total of 49 
days after refusing to serve in 
Lebanon in 1983 and in tbe terri¬ 
tories last year. 

There are varying degrees of 
conscientious objection. 

Some Teservists will train in tiie 
territories or guard a supplies 
base, but refuse contacts with 
Palestinians that . would mean 
they were enforcing Israel’s “iron 
fist” policy against tbe igniting. 

Activists say conscientious 


Khartoum blames Communists for doctors 9 strike 


KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan's 
military junta has said Commun¬ 
ists were responsible for a one- 
week doctors’ strike which they 
said was tantamount to treason. 

It claimed the strike, which 
began Sunday, was timed to 
undermine peace talks with the 
rebel Sudan People’s Liberation 
Army (SFLA) due to open in 
Nairobi Friday. 


The strike was tbe first indust¬ 
rial action in Sudan since the 
15-man junta, led by General 
Omar Hassan A1 Bashir, seized 
power in a June 30 coop which 
ousted Prime Minster Sadcq A1 
MafaS’s elected government 
“This illegal strike is deliber¬ 
ately made to coincide with the 
Nairobi talks to abort the chances 
of peace,” tiie junta said in the 


statement on state television. 

“It amounts to treason of the 
country and the armed forces in 
particular... it is the latest in a 
series of monitored conspiracies 
by tiie Communists.” 

Doctors are prot e ct in g against 
the detention without charges of 
several of their colleagues and are 
pressing for recognition of then- 
outlawed union. 


Meanwhile, students from- the 
Khartoum branch of Cairo Uni¬ 
versity, protested Tuesday for the 
second successive day demanding 
that the military step down. 


Since taking power Bashir has 
declared a nationwide state-of 


emergency, suspended the con¬ 
stitution and dissolved par li a m ent, 
political parties and trade unions. 
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Qocca Aba Hospital..602240/50 

Axnal Hospital..674155 


XUs information is applied bjr Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) ba&amadon depart¬ 
ment at tbe Ooecn ABa international 
Aiport TeL 0)8)532004' where it 
should always he verified. 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flight* 
(Terminal (1) 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(TannJnal 1) 


. 

......-..... Rose 

—.London ( 

. Paris ( 

.. Larnaca ( 


jW Stagapree, Koala Lampor 

MN .. Damascus' 

•9:15 . Aaabi 

.New Delhi i 

■939 .. Carol 

•9*55 .Aba Dhabi. Bahrain 

IfcTO..Dfaahran.Kmrafti 

16el5.London 

14c3B ....................... Larnaca 

17S0.Baghdadi 

17A .... New Yoric, Am ste r da m 
18:16.Casablanca, Tonis i 


Com- 250 noo 

CaenmbecsQarae)-... 120/ 60 

Oicnmbera(amain _ 280/200 

Dates. 580/500 

&adant... 140/100 

CSSic .... 850 / 750 

Grapefmii. 230/180 

Lemon.. 170/130 

ManowQai^e) ....—-- 100/70 


PROGRAMME ONE 

1M# ..—.. gnwm 

MiI5 .. QmHiwi pwy tinwie 

Ut20.Religions p to nann ae 

lfi46 —...—Aid payer . 

12s45_Sports Drottramme 

14:15 __ 

“=•?....Feature film 

JJJJ-Message from Oman 

Ikll.. Local programme. 

1WS —. Local programme 

...........Programme review 

--...-....Newsin Arabic 

S3 

22SM ......._..JeradtlB 

JMt-Mew fci—iMy hi Aratae 

23cM ....-- Programme coetd. •' 


Rowait, Aba Dhabi j 

.Cairo/ 

.Bahrain. Doha ( 

-Dubai, Muscat ( 


Marrow (small) 
Onion (dry)..... 
Onion (green) „ 


31230 Koala Lnmpor, Smgapore (Rjj 

Other Flights (Terminal (2) 


Pepper (M) — 
Pepper (sweet), 

Potato... 

Raddah_... 


IM8 ............. Damascus,Paris 1 

19:10 ..«... Frankfort 

13*40 Riyadh 


210/150 
320 / 260 
180/120 
450 / 400 
280/240 
160/120 
180/120 
300/250 
,150/100 
480/400 
100/ 70 
280/220 


PROGRAMME TWO 

17:39 _ S i w iijh iiin 

19j90-...—-Pfcwi in French 

19:15 Documentary 

Ub39 — --—... News in Hebrew 

** —-.... Newsin Arabic 

2M9 — --Mr. Belvedere 

21:19 ---Simon and Sfawm-- 

25I 

23:16.Three’s Co mpan y I 


V; 
. # 


tion'- ot rtiKnrTetum ; 

. The :paOaxne^^im^mM 
other arantrics fo-' h^pr^StivfeL- 

servicemen who are ^ still abroad; 

to come home. - .. yj v 

Moscow has said tbat over 3X) 
sokfiexs were captured and have 
not returned home. 

The Kremlin believes that at 
least 200 of these are still alive 
and held by rebels in Afghanistan 
or Pakistan, or freed and living in 
tiie United States, Canada or 
other West European countries. 

Before the amnesty, deserters 
faced the possibility of long pris¬ 
on sentences if they returned 
home. The amnesty would .also 
appear to apply to de&erteis 
ranght previously and sentenced 
to inison. - 


objection is gnawing away at the 
army. . 

As prodf they cite a letter from 
a brigade commander warning 
reservists that anyone to refusing to 
serve in the territories would be 
punished severely. 

But military nffiriak say their 
surveys show a rise in motivation, 
particularly among conscripts, 
since Israel withdrew most or its 
troops from Lebanon inl985.. 

A nnhtary spokesman said: 
“As far as the anny is concerned, 
the place and time to voice one’s 
personal view is . at tiie ballot 
box.” 

Some objectors find prison, an 
ideal place for voicing their 
views. Karmon, 33, a philosophy 
student, said he discussed hfe 
ideas with soldiers jafledforother 
offences. 


“The time in jail is nugrbe the 
most important political work. 
During my 35 days last time there 
may have been 500 soldiers who 
passed through and most were 
from tiie right wing of Israeli 
society. . - -f: : 


“But there is a solidarity 
among prisoners. It’s a unique 
situation of trying to understand 
one another and to convince tb e 
unconvinced,” he said.. 


•fcSI_ 

0603 -... 

1L25 -......... 

14UB __ 

1*36 _...... 

17*58 .-.__ 
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initiative in Parliament 


. -By Nermmi Mnmd 

-Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

'AMMAN — Lower House of 
- pai tim rent numbers nfRKirf*^ 
with the Muslim Brotherhood 
: movement have- not - wasted, 
time proving.that they axe ac¬ 
tive members-who- have ideas 
■ and initiatives of foexr own and . 
niai not waft idly until things 
are-proposed by others. 

. Otoe day after their cancfi- 
: date for the speakership , of the 
. Lower. Home lost the rase in 
. face of a coafition of indepen¬ 
dents -with the 16-member' 
democratic bloc, the 22 
-Tim 'Brotherhood deputies, 
adopted measures to be heard 
iand recogmsed for their "Hes- 

. afa deefo.” according to oia* of 
the Islamist representalives- 


According to the representa¬ 
tive. who is not authorised to 
. speak on behalf of die Wwwht 
group as part of an agreement 
among its members that the 
role of press spokesman be 
delegated to FUuament mem¬ 
ber Abdul Latff Axabiyat, the 
22 members have already in¬ 
formed Lower House Speaker 

- Suleiman Arar of their wish to 
donate one month's salary (JD 
500 each) to “support the in¬ 
tifada in the Israeli-occupied 
territories.** 

The petition -left the option 
open to the speaker to decide 
whether the money will be 
taken in one lump sum or on 

- monthly instalments. 

Accenting to the deputy, the 
group also submitted a two- 
page handwritten letter to 


Arar Urging ' him **tO find iiw - 1 

mediate solutions to tbe econo¬ 
mic and financial situation in 
the country.** 

Although the exact text of 
the letter was not immediately, 
available to the press, the rep¬ 
resentative said that the letter 
also called for “finding solu¬ 
tions for the unemployment 
problem.” In their election 
campaigns, the Muslim 
Brotherhood. candidates pre¬ 
pared a long list of demands 
pertaining to the national debt 
and the ffaumcfai situation in 
the Kingdom. Paramount 
among their demands then was 
an investigation erf corruption 
and channels of public spend¬ 
ing tO de termine the cause of 
the mismanagement of funefc 
and that time behind it be 


prosecuted. 

Sources dose to the Brother¬ 
hood movement maintained 
that these demands were 
reiterated in the letter submit¬ 
ted to Arar Tuesday. The 
Islamist representatives have 
marTitafped that bflfions of dol¬ 
lars were smuggled outside the 
country wfaicn^was one of the 
mam reasons behind the de¬ 
valuation of the dinar,” an 
Islamist representative said. 

In their economic program¬ 
me, the Islamists called for 
developing the public sector 
based on new foundations of 
honest transactions and en- 
e o m g m g trust between foe pri¬ 
vate sector and government 
“to allow the government to 


benefit -from the citizen’s 
efforts and capabilities and 
allow the citizen u> benefit 


and services.” 

The Tdamie^ laiw for sta¬ 
bilising imports, expo r t s and 
production “within a 
and balanced national plan.” 

They place particular atten¬ 
tion on solving the gr o win g 
problem of nnen^doyiiot in 
the Kingdom because of what 
they describe as “foe social 
effects erf poverty* the least of 
winch is stealing, decrease of 
the number of marriages and 
retardation of tha dwwV ymwrt 
of the society through of 
education,” an fsiamkr repre¬ 
sentative said. . 
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AMMAN (J-T.) ^ The Civil 
Aviation Authority (CAA) 
Wednesday organised an annual 
mock fire and rescue operation 
in Amman. -Airport in¬ 
volving various concerned au¬ 
thorities, firemen and civil avia¬ 
tion staff. 

- Tie operation began with a. 
distress call from the pilot follow-. 
W the landing of the aircraft 
hjfonmng The control tower of an 
explosion aboard the plane. He 
~aho pro details about foe num¬ 
ber of passengers and crew, 
itff of rfiri g to Mohammad Rashid 
Abu Saad^ director of . Amman 
airport. He 'said the call was-- 


followed by emergency activities, 
which •included dispatching 
ambulances,, fire engines and 
mobilising Testae 'staff m a matter 
of three nrinntes. The fire was put 
out, injured people were evacu¬ 
ated in ambulances and other 
related operations were con¬ 
ducted with speed and efficiency, 
he said in a statement carried by 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

Abo Saad expressed satisfac¬ 
tion with the wanne r the mock 
situation was bararfwi and voiced 


in the operation,, which he de¬ 
scribed as an faunal practice to 
'provide training. 
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NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 

SHARIF ZEID VISITS PSD: Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker Wednesday visited foe Public Security Department (PSD)- 
headquarters hi Amman and was briefed on its development and 
modeniisatioii programmes. Sharif Zeid met with Deputy Prime 
Mitrisfer and Interior Minister Salem Masa’adeh and PSD Direc¬ 
tor-General Major-General Fadel AH Fuhdd with whom he 
reviewed, foe department’s work in general and efforts to maintain 
foe momentum of development within the sectnily deparpnents 
and sorvios; The prime mmisrer voiced lps satisfaction with foe 
jpvoqpesi^Tdf work and commended the PSD for Its rote in 
s^BgoanSigtiie country’s security and in protecting the safety and 
right* of Tordanian chums (Petra). 

jOfffTPANELAPPROVED: A Royal Decree has been issued 

of foe Jtfat JcndmtianrSonth. Ym^cfo - 
TfigW fo fawffttM. Thfe'Sirwt AT Shaab Arabic daily said foe 
W wim iii f yy would Hr' mtpnrwih le- for promoting; BTkd bolstering 
cooperation fad following up the implementation of protocols 
rigned between the two count rie s (J.T.). • ; 

PLASTIC ARTS: Ha Royal Highness Princess Wijdfa Wednes¬ 
day opened at the Jordanian Fustic Artists Association an art 
-emibition by Jordanian artists Ghassan AI Hussein, Adib Atwan 
and Abdallah Nawahdah. The exhibition inns through Dec. 5 

^ (Petra).. - 

FRENCH JOURNALISTS. VISIT DESERT: A Ranch team of 
joajnafists arrived Wednesday at Aqaba on an exptoratoiy visit to- 
foe Jordanian desert to paw foe way for a vifa-by-a-spedafised- 
• team in dcSert tourism. The team will tour desert areasin sooth and 
east Jordan (Petra) . 

EMERGENCY MEASURES: Ai Koura District Governor ‘Aref 
Aba Kanda decided Wednesday to form emergency teams and 
operation rooms in. the district as a protective measure hi the rain y 
season Abu also chairman of tbe public safety committee 

in the district, decided to ban street vendors who do sot abide by 
'public health law and banned merchants from displaying their, 
goods on pavements (Petra). 

MUTA STUDENTS GRADUATE: A batch of students gradu¬ 
ated Wednesday from Mrha University, after completing four-year 
courses m efcctncal and me c hanic al en g ine erin g. The graduate, all 
from the university's military wing, bad acquired military training 
as part-of their course of-study. The gra du a t es, who will be 
absorbed by the Public Security Department (PSD) or the Armed 
Rxces^ received theirdiplomas and awards from foe army cmef of 
staffs assistant for manpower at the end of the graduation 
ceremony (Petra). ' ____" 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The fhflnmng listing s are compiled from monthly bollctins and 
tbe daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify tbe Hided 
time and place vritb'tbe concerned\ ,institutions. . . 

EXHIBITIONS 

Hr An exUAkm or paintings and etehlngs faspired by-Arabic 
hfadc art at AAdal Harmed Sboman Foundation. 

* An- art aUbitien by artists from Jordan and other Arab 
naptefcrat AI WariffGaHezy, Plaza Hold. 

* Book mhUtiM at foe paivenify of Yarmouk. 

Tflr A Gem Tree erirfhition, by “LatHtah Abu Hamdaa** at the 
EfaftHfeuHaH of the Royal Cnttnral Centre. 

Ah "art eshfottioh ty Ghassfa A| Hosni, AMd Atwan and 
A - AMjJhh Ww«M ih -at the Jordanian JPabtic Artiste Assoda- 
~ titan,; a un e tesi d — SHW p.nL 

An art aUMte of water colours by Jfordaateai artist Ahmad 
. JsmaU at<foe GaBny» Hotel-Jordan InterCoiitinenfaL. 


■it Ai-lhfa law amfflad “L’ftfaio h u p er a tore” at the Royal 
f Cnttend Cearfre — &6P pjo. 

.-fr. Affatnre fihn eafoted at the Amotean Centre — 7d» 


* A Christmas charity bazaar mgantaed by foe Gernmn speaking 
hdks h Annas d Aura Hotel (Mhr lldO - 5.-M pjn.). 
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A scene from Wednesday’s mock fire and resene operation at Marka airport (Petra photo) 


Tunis meeting urges 
support for disabled 


TUNIS (Petra) — Delegates 
from Iordan and Arab League 
countries wound up a meeting in 
Tunis Wednesday by issuing a call 
on Arab governments to give 
more attention to and care for the 
disabled hi foe Arab World in 
general amt handicapped Palesti¬ 
nians in particnlar. 

The meeting, organised by tiie 
Arab Parliamentary Union 
(APU), called on Arab a nd-fare- 
' igri jMgMnsationst&'ofeer support 
for Palestinians fad to protect 
their hnm an rights. 

A statement at the final session 1 
condemned Israel’s inhuman 
practices in the occupied territor¬ 


ies and its violations of interna¬ 
tional laws and conventions cm 
human rights. The statement 
urged Arab governments to help 
establish a pan-Arab organisation 
that would provide care for the 
disabled. 

The delegates called for separ¬ 
ating the judiciary from other 
authorities and to safeguard its 
independence in a bid to guaran¬ 
tee public freedom fad ensure 
-'fair" trials. ' *■■ ■ 1 or:-. 

■ 'Hie two-day meeting, - was 
attended by delegations from 10 
Arab states, in addition to repre- 
sentatives of the Arab Jurists 
Federation and the International 
. Labour Organisation (HLQ). 


Jordan to participate 
in psychiatrists meeting 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will 
take part, in tbe fourth Arab 
conference by Arab psychiatrists 
in Sanaa, capital of North Ye¬ 
men, next Tuesday. 

" Tbe Arab Federation of 
Psychiatrists is organising the 
three-day meeting to discuss 


nearly 100 working papers on 
mental illness, drugs, the adverse 

effects of terrorism and repres¬ 
sion on mental health and other 
related topics, according to Dr. 
Adnan AI Tahiti, the federation 
chairman. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 
In Rashid District 

Nicely furnished flat consists of one bedroom, living¬ 
dining hafi, modem, kitchen (washing machine, stove, 
refrigerator), telephone, garden and separate entrance, 
rent JD 140 monthly. 

Call 678532 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Fully furnished GROUND FLOOR OF VILLA located in Rasheed 
District near the University of Jordan. Two bedrooms and 
bathroom, in addition to a third room (guestroom or den) with 
bathroom. Large living aid sitting room. Modem open kitchen. 
Independent entrance with own garden. Independent utilities 
and heating. Deluxe finish. Independent telephone mstalied. 
For Information call 688088. afternoon and evening. 



LOW PRICES 


Winter and sport clothes 
for aH the family 

LACOSTE. benetton, BOSS, 
NIKE, adidas 

Training Suits: JD 10.000 - 12.000 - 14.000 - 
15.000 - 17.000 

Pullovers: JD 5.000 - 6.000 - 7.000 - 8.000 - 9.000 

Shirts: JD 5.000. - 6.000 - 7.000 

T-Shirts: JD 4:000 - 5.000 - 6.000 

-in addition - to a wide variety of sport clothes and 

jeans. 

Open Friday from 10:00 a.m. - 7 pjn. 

SUBAIH FOR GARMENTS 

8th Circle - Bayader Wadi El Seer, main 

street, 

Opp. the Mosque — Tel. 823485 
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Crown Prince Award 
— opening for youth 


AMMAN (J.T.) — IBs Royal 
Hi g hn ess Crown Prince Hassan 
Wednesday described prog ram - 
mes of the Grown Prince Award 
as golden opport u nities for Jorda- 
man youth to help serve their 
country, realise then talents and 
potentials. 

"The award’s p rogr am mes aim 
at u tilising foe vast potential of 
Jordanian youth and at creating a 
new generation of fully mature, 
responsible youth who are aware 
of their country’s needs in various 
fiel ds,” tbe Prince said at a meet¬ 
ing with participants erf a five-day 
'seminar on means of im¬ 
plementing the Grown Prince 
Award programme. 

The award's programme offers 
youth an o pp ort un ity to use their 
free time to do work needed by 
society and footed: the environ¬ 
ment among other numerous acti- 
vites. Prince Hassan said. 

“The programme constitutes a 
practical application of the 
youth’s aspirations totally void of 
the spirit of rivalry in an atmos¬ 
phere of fnritfal sharing and team 
wozk,” he said. 


Prince Hassan expressed his 
satisfaction with the increase in 
tile number of male and female 
youths participating in the activi- 
• ties of the award’s programmes. 

He also voiced his appreciation 
of the various committees in 
charge of foe jm plcmg n ratio n of 
the programme and the seminar, 
which ended Wednesday was de¬ 
signed to promote the work of the 
four-year-old project. 

- The seminar held its dosing 
session earlier under the chair¬ 
manship of Minister of Youth 
Awad Khlcifat during which de¬ 
tailed discussions of various com¬ 
mittee reports were held. 

The reports covered program¬ 
mes designed to promote tbe 
potentials and skills of young 
Jordanians and to help them de¬ 
velop their talents and their capa¬ 
bilities through voluntary and 
cultural services. 

The group of experts and offi¬ 
cials in charge of tbe programme, 
who attended tbe meeting, issued 
a set of reco mm endations to be 
submitted to the award’s board of 
directors for endorsement. The 


Jordan to observe 
family planning day 


Suspects 
detained 
in Madaba 
robberies 

AMMAN (J.T.) The Public 
Security Department (PSD) 
Wednesday announced the cap¬ 
ture of three boys from Madaba 
district who are suspected of com- 
nntting a "senes 'at thefts and 
seD&g' stoifen* inenftiahdise maid-: 
mg jarel^^to'kK^teexchants. 

A PSD statement carried by 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra, sak 
Madaba police had received 
several complaints from local re¬ 
sidents and shop keepers about 
and immediately launched 
investigations. 

Subsequently foe three boys 
were detained.. They admitted 
that they had stolen jewels, cash 
and various other items from 
homes and stores using duplicate 
keys, the PSD~statement-sa«fc— 

The statement, which did not 
disclose the names of the sus¬ 
pects, called on shopkeepers and 
public to be more alert and tol 
cooperate with police. 

Meanwhile, PSD chief Fadel 
Ah Fuheid said In a statement 
also carried by Petra, that a PSD 
complaints office established in 
1985 was functioning well and 
receiving co mplaint s from the 
public. 

The Office helps safeguard die 
interests of Jordanian dnrais and 
property. Fuheid said the PSDi 
receives constructive ideas from] 
foe public through the office. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
observes the International Family 
Planning and Protection Day, 
Dec. 2 by holding a series of 
functions through specialised so¬ 
cial development organisations in 
the country. 

A statement carried by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra 
Wednesday said die events would 
be spearheaded by foe Jordan 
Family Planning and Protection 
Society in conjunction with tbe 
Queen Alia Social Welfare Fund 
(QA F). 

This year’s events, foe state¬ 
ment said, will be staged under 
foe slogan “Awareness of the 
mother brings safety to the child 
and happiness to foe family.” The 
various activities will aim to 
spread awareness among die pub¬ 


lic in general and mothers in 
particular on methods of family 
planning and helping foe mother 
in birth spacing on a sound basis 
and through healthy and sound 
directives and guidance. 

The statement said the prog¬ 
ramme, which wiQ include lec¬ 
tures by specialists on child de¬ 
velopment, family planning and 
breast feeding, would be carried 
out in social and voluntary cen¬ 
tres and QAF brandies in Mada- 
na, Mafraq, Karak, Tafileh, 
Maan and Beer AI Dibaght as 

well as Amman 

It said the society and tbe QAF, 
could join efforts to help families 
minimis#! risk of handicapped 
children, especially at foe early 
stage of their development. 


ACC seeks to unify 
housing specification 


AMMAN (Petra) — Ministers of 
housing and reconstruction in the 
four-member states of foe Arab 
Cooperation Council (ACC) win 
open a meeting here next month 
to discuss issues related to hous¬ 
ing regulations in order to boost 
housing operations in foe four 
countries, according to Housing 
Corporation Director-General 
Yousef HiyasaL 

Hiyasat, wh o made foe state¬ 
ment upon returning here from a~ 
meeting on housing affairs in 
Sanaa, capital of North Yemen, 
said that the foe ministezs, of 
North Yemen, Jordan, Iraq and 
Egypt will meet Dec. 27 to dis¬ 
cuss unifying housing regulations 
and to review tbe work of special¬ 
ised committees on housing. 

These committees, he said, are 
charged with discussing the uni- 


tions, contracts for housing pro¬ 
jects, classification of contrac¬ 
tors, establishment of a data bank 
on housing and ways to coordin¬ 
ate the four countries’ stands at 
regional and inte rnati onal confer¬ 


ences. 

He said that the committees 
would hold meetings in Sanaa, 
Baghdad, Cairo and Amman next 
month and prepare the ground 
for foe meeting. 

Hooting contracts 

In another statement carried by 
Petra, Hiyasat said the door was 
now open for Jordanian en¬ 
gineers iud engineering com¬ 
panies and consultancy offices 
from die private and public sec¬ 
tors to win a biennial award from 
foe Arab Ministers of Housing 
and Recanstruction Council. 

The award is normally given 
for the implementation of a hous¬ 
ing project of no less than 50 
housing units not in one complex 
or building that reflects the Arab 
and Islamic architectural heritage 
and style, according to HiyasaL 

He said tbe award is designed 
to encourage architects to design 
Arab and Islamic style bousing 
complexes and to be more crea¬ 
tive with their designs that would 
enrich Arab and Islamic 
architectural heritage. 


participants also made a plan 
handbook for die implementation 
of foe programme covering va¬ 
rious youth activities, which win 
also be submitted to the board for 
approvaL 

Five workshops were held over 
foe past five days, in which die 
participants skills ser¬ 

vices, sports and other youth acti¬ 
vities with the help of two British 
experts in these fields. 

The Crown Prince Award was 
established aWmg the firies of the 
Duke of Edinburgh Award in the 
United Kingdom in 1956 in a bid 
to promote the activities of Jorda¬ 
nian youth in the service of their 
community. 

The programme was first initi¬ 
ated in 1984 and applied in the 
Amman and Balqa regions. It 
involved 240 youths. 

At present youths from Mada¬ 
ba, Irbid, Zarqa, Karak, Wadi 
Mousa as well as Amman and. 
Balqa govexnorates are registered 
as participants in the program¬ 
mes, which involve recreational, 
sports, voluntary and community 
service activities. 


Yarmouk 
to have 
special 
science 
centre 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Yarmouk 
University in Irbid will soon have 
a centre for science and pore and 
applied physics operated in con¬ 
junction with and nqiport from the 
International Physics Centre in 
die Italian city of Trieste. 

Minister of Higher Education 
Nassereddin AI Assfa, in re¬ 
marks reported by foe Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, said that 
foe establishment of the centre 
was an international recognition 
of foe significance of science and 
physics in promoting develop¬ 
ment 

The Trieste centre has decided 
to set up the c e ntre in Yarmoak 
and to allocate $25,000 annually 
to support its work for tbe coming 
five years to serve as a regional 
centre serving foe Arab region *n 
Aria, the minister said. 

He said Yarmouk was selected 
in view of the long-sending rela¬ 
tionship and cooperation be¬ 
tween the university and the 
Trieste centre. 

The projected centre is bound 
to attract noted scientists and will 
no doubt boost scientific resear* 
in foe Arab region, be addec 
- With the establishment of this 
centre, Yarmouk University will 
house three specialipd centres. It 
already has a technical college 
provide training in electronics, 
communications, computers and 
energy distribution, and a special¬ 
ised institute of archaeology and 
anthropology which conducts 
archaeological excavations and 
handles matters related to anti¬ 
quities. 


Jordan Times 
Tel: 667171-6 



Every MONDAY & FRIDAY Nights 

HASH - NASH Bar-B-Q Special 

all you can eat 

for only J.D. 6 ( plus 10 % government tax) 

■ includes salads, 
assorted Bar-B-Q meat, 
dessert and coffee 






for more information please call 736449 
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Missing the point 

ALL the ongoing negotiations between the various parties 
on how to start the Palestmian-Isradi talks could have been 
shortened If they were kept in proper perspective and linked 
to the animate objective of holding an international peace 
conference on the Middle East. The difficulties encountered 
thus Car in agreeing on a formula acceptable to the FLO and 
Israel stem first and foremost from the false proposition 
'that the projected Israefi-Palestmian talks are both the 
means and ends of the entire exercise. By Mowing the initial 
step of pretiminary talks between the Palestinians and the 
Israelis out of proportion, every step of the way leading to 
them have become fraught with danger and assumed Car 
reaching implications. Once such envisaged talks are 
brought down to size, many of the hardies already 
encountered or expected would lose their significance and 
political implications. 

As it is now, all parties involved in the process of seeking 
common ground to start the much-talked about talks are 
losiqg sight of the basic purport of the intended talks which 
is to serve as a conduit inevitably kadmg to the convoflng of 
an mternatinnal peace conference on the broader Arab- 
Israeli conflicts. As a matter of fact that is the essence of the 
10-point plan that have been circulated among the interested 
parties over the past few months. 

And as has been conceded by practically all the parties to 
the Arab-Israeb conflicts that the Palestinian people in the 
West Bank and {Gaza and the PLO are two sides of the same 
cam, afl the fuss that is bong currently made as to who may 
represent the Palestinians becomes a moot issue that need 
not and should not delay any farther the start of the 
ptfuimj PLO-lsraefi talks. Above afl, it most be home in 
mind at afl times that as long as all snefa talks wiH lead to the 
projected international conference undo- the auspices of the 
permanent members of toe United Nations Security Council 
and are conducted fin accordance with the internationally 
recognised norms and resolutions, there is no Anther excuse 
to fear the imperfections of any initial step along the long 
and tortuous road to peace in the Middle East. 

In this veto, all parties involved to the quest for a 
permanent and just peace between the two sides need to 
have a broader Vision of the entire process of peace and 
above afl be motivated at all times by the long-range goals 
and objectives rather than by a . limited vision and short¬ 
term aspirations. Most of all, Israel’s Prime Ministar 
Yitzhak Shamir and his clique most comprehend that 
playing for time with semantical exercises which to the final 
analysis would make no real substantive differences one way 
or another is setf-decetving as well as self-defeating. The 
sooner the parties get on with the real task of exchanging 
views, the sooner they wflDl get to basks within the format rf 
the international conference. 






AL Ra’i Arabic daily on Wednesday discussed the opening of 
Parliament by His Majesty King Hussein on Monday and its 
far-reaching influence on Jordan’s future. The paper said that the 
opening constituted the first practical step in Jordan’s endeavours 
to overcome its difficulties and hardships and reflected the 
Jordanian people’s determination to pursue the goal of develop¬ 
ment. The paper said that despite its meagre resources, its 
economic ills and the numerous external challenges. Jordan was 
able to stand up and opt for democratic and parliamentary rule in 
ozder to deal with the uncomfortable situation it has witnessed in 
the past stage, and to pave the way for serious action that would 
bring about a brighter future. The paper said that the King’s 
speech from the throne embodied all the people’s aspirations and 
presented an outline of the Kingdom’s achievements over the past 
years, thus giving real hope to the people and infusing in the 
Jordanian citizens more optimism about the future of their 
country. The paper commented the Jordanian people’s tenacity 
and perseverance in the face of pressures by the enemies of the 
Arab World, by the economic diffic ulties and by the many odds 
facing the nation. It expressed hope that the coming era will 
witness a brighter and more prosperous life for the Jordanian 
people. 

A columnist in A1 Ra’i Arabic daily launches a strong attack on 
Washington’s attitude towards Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) and its threats to withdraw from the United Nations and 
stop its contributions for the United Nations various organisa¬ 
tions. Tareq Masanveh describes the U.S. administration’s 
threats as a sort of disrepect and disregard to the world 
community. The writer expresses the view that the United 
Nations will be better off without the United States. He says that 
following its withdrawal from UNESCO, the organisation has 
been functioning in a better and more constructive manner. Gone 
are the days when Washington used to threaten the nations of the 
world by withholding contributions or assistance, gone is the time 
when , the world was afraid of such development, says Masarweh. 
He notes that Washington is now threatening the world body 
because of the prospect that the U.N. General Assembly could 
upgrade die PLO’s status at the United Nations, but he says the 
U.S. administration seems to forget that it has not paid its own 
share to the world organisation totalling $500 million, while the 
- organisation is still functioning normally. The army of employees 
at the U.N. headquarters could be afraid of the American threats, 
but not the countries of the world, says the writer. Indeed it is 
hi gh time for the developing nations to take the world organisa¬ 
tion out of New York and bold meetings in Geneva where the 
freedoms of all countries and leaders including the PLO leader 
are safeguarded. 

A1 Dustour Arabic daily said dial the King’s speech from the 
throne last Monday told the world that Jordan was capable of 
confronting and overcoming all challenges facing the nation. The 
paper also highlighted the country’s accomplishments over the 
past years under the King’s reign and through his wisdom and 
guidance. It said the King was able to fteer the Kingdom away 
from danger; and together with his people, he was able to foil all 
the enemies’ ambitious and evil plans. 


By Maine Roto Fletcher 

ELECTIONS in die occupied ter¬ 
ritories could prove far more omi¬ 
nous for Israel than face-to-face 
negotiations with the FLO, says 
Science and Development Minis¬ 
ter Ezer Weizman in a Jerusalem 
Post intervie w . 

“And it’s Kke going to Nablus 
via Hongkong,” asserts Weiz- 
man, wanting dial those elected 

but aj^LCHhat is far morerachcal 
than Yasser Arafat’s mainst rea m 
Fatah group. 

Weizman has been smgmg that 
theme since last May when the 
gove rnm ent a p proved the Sha- 
mir-Rabin election initiative. In 
the crucial cabinet debate prior to 
the plan’s approval, Weizman 
warned that a nigh percentage of 
voters, particularly Gazans, 
would swing to Hamas should 
elections be held in the territories 
today. 

Israel could thus cast itself into 
a diplomatic abyss, forced to deal 
with unknown elements and 
underground leaders far more ex¬ 
tremist than the PLO leadership 
in Tunis. 

“Instead of my speaking ctirect- 
fy with Arafat, who is branded a 
terrorist, but whom I know is 
backed by Mubarak, with whom I 
can speak, and Europe, and the 
United States... Instead, I am 
going to bold an election in which 
toe PLO will, be weakened by 
factions like Jibril, Hawatmeh, 
Hamas and Habash,” Weizman 
in May 1989. 
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as set down by the Shamir gov¬ 
ernment is no blueprint at alL 
It ignores, in many respects, 
the only signed blueprint that 
ever existed for negotiations with 
the Palestinians — the Camp 


‘Going to Nablus 
via Hongkong* 


David accords. The Shamir plan 
Am leaves a ffangemns vacuum 
in faffing to provide for what 
would happen the day after deo-. 
tions, should they ever get off the 
ground. 

“Let’s assume a body of 
Palestinian re pr esentatives are 
elected. It’s 100 per cent certain 
that they won’t be Zionists. What 
are we going to talk about with 
them7” he asks. 

“If we had followed the Camp 
David path we should have fol¬ 
lowed a decade ago, we would 
have already had elections, 
knowing where we were beaded 
and what the responsibilities were 
on both sides. We would have 
already passed the five-year in¬ 
terim period of autonomy set 
down in the Camp David accords, 
and we would be sitting and 
negotiating over the final ‘status’ 
of the West Bank and Gaza. 

“Instead we have been en¬ 
gaged in one long political fili- 


Jabbing his finger at the text of 
U.N. Security Council Resolu¬ 
tion 242, described in Camp 
David as the “basis” for the 
settlement of the Aiab-Isradi 
conflict, be says: “Look at this. 


drawal of Israeli armed fences 
from territories occupied in the 
recent conflict’.” 

likewise, the Camp David' 
accords state that “to order to 
provide full autonomy to the in¬ 


habitants, under these arrange¬ 
ments the Israeli ntiHtaiy govern¬ 
ment and its civilian adntixtistra- 
tiou will be withdrawn as soon as 
a self-governing authority fans 
been freely elected...” 

“So,” Weizman continues, 
“under the S hamir plan, if we 
hold elections, are we going to 
withdraw? Is anybody talking 
about replacing the military gov¬ 
ernment with the principle of 
‘self-government* ana ‘legitimate 
rights’ for the Palestinian people 
as stated in Camp David?” 

No, he answers. The elections 
the Shamir plan, “and let’s 
get this dear” are only designed 
to select a body of Palestinians to 
“negotiate” with Israel. 

“But we don’t know what they 
are going to talk about. And we 
don’t know what the responsibili¬ 
ties of the elected body will be the 
day after elections.” 

Noting that November 19 was 
the 12th anniversary of Egyptian 
President Sadat’s visit to Jeru¬ 
salem, W eizman asks: “what if 
we bad told Sadat when be ar¬ 
rived, ‘sorry go back ami be 
elected democratically, then we 
wiH talk to you?*” 

In the decade since, “there has 


of Camp David,” be charges, 
adding that the will certainly 
doesn't exist among Likud lead- 
era today. 

He !«»*« over the table, “Let 
me tell you, I believe Menacbem 


the famp David accords, not 
because of Lebanon. I believe be 
resigned because he realised 
afterwards just what he had 
signraL He knew that he couldn’t 
fatfil Ca mp David, because in 
doing so he would have to put the 
future of Greater Israel in 

JC "?5aw what Begin signed, 
Arens'and Shamir have been left 
to fulfil — one a man who voted 
against Camp David,' and the 
other a man who abstained. 

“They are between the devil 
and the deep blue sea. And any¬ 
one who knows the Herat party 
knows that the relinquishment of 
Smai and the dismantling of the 
sett l e men ts there was the limit of 
what they could do.” 

The current election plan, 
therefore, is not a “courageous” 
political initiative, or an .attempt 
to seek a settlement between 
Israel and the Arab World. 
Rather it is merely a political 
c om p r omise between Labour and 
the Iiknd. The best hope, says 
Weizman, is that the ongoing 
Labour-Likud dispute aver U.S. 
peace proposals and the Israeli 
plan ultimately will bring about a 
crisis between the two Israeli 
parties — and Labour will finally 
“stand on its principles.” 

“One optimistic thing,” he 
concludes, “We are going to the 
right direction, only in the wrong 
way. 

“History is pushing us to sit 
and talk to the FLO. The whole 
world, Japan, Europe and Amer- 


“Oniy we are mumMtog about 
whether this Mohammed or this 
Abdullah would be kosher to sit 
on a delegation, to talk about 
elections. We’re going to Nablus 
via Hongkong.” 


Anger over Khmer Rouge 
has U.S. on defensive 


By Aten Eisner 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — U.S. policy 
on Cambodia is under apj* in 
Congress and the media and Presi¬ 
dent George Bush has been ac¬ 
cused of playing into the hands of 
Khmer Rouge mass murderers. 

The adminis tr ati on supports a 
peace settlement for Cambodia 
under which Khmer Rouge would 
be included in an Interim govern¬ 
ment, to spite of their role to the 
deaths of more t han one mflHon 
people in the 1970s. 

Officials have had to adopt an 
tooeasbgty defensive tone to ex¬ 
plaining tins policy as fighting has 
intensified since the withdrawal 
of Vietnamese forces from Cam¬ 
bodia to September after a 10- 
year occupation. 

“Our primary objective, just as 
it is for concerned congressmen 
and editorial writers, is to prevent 
the Khmer Rouge from being 
able to take power in Cambo¬ 
dia,” a cem'fir a dmi ntgf f rinw nifi, 
rial mid. 

“We’re as co n ce rn ed about 
that as anybody eke around 
town. That’s often not acknow- 
, ledged or believed but it happens 
to be true.” 

The Khmer Rouge captured 
Phnom Penh to 1975after a long 
guerrilla war against Cambodia’s 
U.S.-backed leaden. 

_ Over the next three years, 
Western g ove rnm ents say more 
than one million Cambodians 
were murdered as suspected ene¬ 
mies erf the new rulers or died 
from overwoit and lack of health 
care. 

They returned to the jungle 
after they were removed from 
power by invading Vietnamese 
troops in 1979. 

The U.S. administration be¬ 
lieves the best way to control the 
Khmer Rouge is to have a settle¬ 
ment monitored by an intecnatkm- 


By Bond Debosmamt 

Renter 

SAN SALVADOR — After the 
bloodiest fighting to a decade of 
conflict, El Salvador has returned 
to military stalemate and political 
deadlock that point to a war 
without end. 

The latest chapter to El Salva¬ 
dor’s blood-soaked history 
opened two weeks ago when 
guerillas of the Farabundo Marti 
National Liberation Front 
(FMLN) launched an all-out 
assault on the Salvadorean capital 
and tied op much of the U.S.- 
trained armed forces. 

NEWS ANALYSIS- 

“They had the army stretched 
to tiie Emit,” a European miKtary 
expert said. “In the end, the. 
government’s superior air and 
fire power made the difference. 
But the offensive dearly showed 
that tibe rebels are a disciplined, 
wefl-cootcfinated force that could 
do it again.” 

More than 1,500 people are 
estimated to have coed in die 
Salvadorean capital alone before 
the bulk of the guerrilla force 
dipped away and fighting died 
down. Many of the casualties 
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The conference will assure the political rights of the Khmer Rouge 


al peacekeeping force and an 
agree me nt by afl parties, includ¬ 
ing Qrina which ani ffi tibe Khm er 
Rouge, to cut off amts supplies to 
Cambodian factions. 

An attempt to negotiate a set¬ 
tlement in Paris last summer 
failed and the Vietnamese pulled 
out unflatera fly. 

Since then, the focus has 
switched from the negotiating 
table to the battlefield with both 
the Khmer Rouge and U.S.-back¬ 
ed guerrillas led by Prince Noro¬ 
dom Sihanouk taking on the 
Communist forces of Prime 
Minister Hun Sen. 

A New York Tima editorial 
called Washington's policy 
“worse than stagnant... repul- 
avc.” The Washington Post and 
other influential newspapers have 
ex p res s ed similar views. 


When Deputy Assistant Secret¬ 
ary of State David Lambertson 
briefed a House of Representa¬ 
tives subcomittee on U.S. policy 
towards Vietnam, the subject 
quickly switched to Cambodia 
and he underwent angry ques¬ 
tioning. 

“There’s less and less willing¬ 
ness to tolerate the administra¬ 
tion’s policy. We have become 
nothing but pawns in the hands of 
the Khmer Rouge,” said Demo¬ 
crat Chet Atkins. 

The big fear is that with the 
withdrawal of the Vietnamese, 
the Khmer Rouge is the best- 
organised and best-disciplined 
force in the field. 

The U.S.-backed guerrillas are 
not regarded as a serious threat 
and officials say the performance 
of government forces since the 
withdrawal has been poor. 


In El Salvador, 
military stalemate 
points to war 
without end 


were civilians caught in crossfire 
or trapped in gnemlla-held budd¬ 
ings that came under army bom¬ 
bardment. 

As has been customary since 
the war erupted in 1979, both 
sides claimed to have achieved 
their objectives and to be on the 
road to final victory. 

The guerrillas said the military 
strength they displayed gave 
them a better bargaining position 
to eventual negotiations. The 
right-wing government of Presi¬ 
dent Alfredo Cristiani said the 
fighting had proved the army was 
“defeating t e rroris m ." 

Stripped of all the rhetoric, 
diplotMtie analysts say, the latest 
offensive shows once again that 
El Salvador's avfl war cannot be 


won militarily — and that there is 
little apparent willingness to solve 
it politically. 

“Neither side can defeat the 
other,” said a seasoned ambassa¬ 
dor, “as long as outside su p po r t 
continues. If it does, tins conflict 
could well drag on into the next 
century.” 

Over the past nine years, the 
United States has pumped an 
average $1.2 million a day into El 
Salvador to prevent victory by the 
leftists. The FMLN has enjoyed 
support from Cuba and Nicar¬ 
agua. 

Cristiani broke relations with 
ffrcaragua on .Nov. 26 after the 
crash of a tight aircraft said to 
have carried a shipment of anti¬ 
aircraft mimics for the FMLN 


The longer the war goes on, the 
more the Khmer Rouge is likely 
to benefit 

“U.S. policy has been bank¬ 
rupt for some time. The adminis¬ 
tration seems unwilling or unable 
to persuade Prince Sihanouk that 
the best chance is fin’ afl the 
anti-Khmer Rouge forces to work 
together,” said analyst Paul 
Kreisberg of the private Carnegie 
Endowment for International 
Pbace 

Reports that die Sihanouk 
forces have been jototog the 
Khmer Rouge in attacks on gov¬ 
ernment soldiers are likely to put 
the administration even more on 
the defensive. 

The U.S. approach has been 
endorsed by the U.N. General 
Assembly but diplomats said the 
vote concealed growing misgiv¬ 
ings among Western countries. 


from Managna. 

El Salvador's war has been at a 
stalemate ever since a “final 
offensive” launched by the guer¬ 
rillas to 1981 failed. Since then, 
■an estimated 70,000 Salvadoreans 
have died, most of them civilians. 

Atte mp ts to fold a negotiated 
solution have all collapsed over 
one key point which has re¬ 
mained essentially unchanged 
since 1962: The government says 
there can be no serious negotia¬ 
tions unless the rebels first lay 
down their arms. 

To do otherwise, the govern¬ 
ment insists, would be to allow 
the rebels to shoot their way to 
the negotiating table and make a 
mockery of democratic elections 
in winch the far left has fared 
badly. 

The guerrillas reject unilateral 
disarmament, saying it would 
amount to collective suicide given 
the government’s dhanal human 
rights record. 

The latest upsurge in the fight¬ 
ing has heightened El Salvador’s 
political polarisation after a tem¬ 
porary thaw. 

“The political space for the left 
that was opened to 1986, 1987 
and 1988 has been closed firmly 
after this offensive,” said a Latin 
diplomat. 



'hoc, but rather a declaration of mar against att that the 
Palestinian straggl e stands and hopes to achieve.. 

Bat, what is surprising this tone around is W a s hing ton’s threat 



acquire ungraded states at the (7JV. 

From a Best loot, one ***** to Bad any justification behhad the 
American threat sunpty because funding the DJI. is an agreement 
between the American government and the world body and should 

have nothing whatsoever to do with any move undertaken by the 
General Assembly trader a majority deesfon. Bad then, we have 
bad the bitter experience of Washington viol a ting the basic 
headquarters agreement with the DJI. by denying a visa to the 
bead of the PLO to aBow Mm to address the General Assembly last 

tomerer, the Act remains that funding the United Nations is a 
commitment that the United States undertook under the charter of 
the world body and it remains a Grm obligation no matter bow 

Washbgton or any other party looks at it It is neither charity oar 

a loan, as Washington appears to con s id e r it 

Again, another point that sfatdtf not be overlooked to that the 
PLO is not seeking formal membership at the 27JV. as a state, bat 
the status of an “observer state.”By challenging the Arab move, 
which b sure to be endorsed by a majority vote In tee General 
Assembly, It and when formally presented, the US. h also 
the fawfame nt il right of the E/JV. to invite my state as 
an observer with no voting rights. 

The bask tBm of the American position is dean H is not mdy 
convinced Bad the aspiration of the Palestinians to set up an 
independent state Is a pipedream bat wiB also fifefef aB along the 
way to pr ee mp t any move designed to reaffirm one of the 
Antrfwn w ii«f elements of the Palestinian quest. 

For the PLO, it is not a ample matter of chan g in g the nameplate 
at the General Aesaabty as Pfcfcerfog seems fM.to see it; an 
observer state states wM be another cornerstone far the aspired- 
For Palestinian state. The Earopeaa-sapported American conten¬ 
tion, whether aired to pobtie or not, dot the “State of Palestine” 
does not have defined borders as other observer states at the UJNi, 
such as Swtineriand, North Korea or Sooth Korea does not hold 
mpeh water since tins American hostility towards the Pidesthdan 
people as an entity is math too prommneed Jot every American 
move. 

On a diff er e nt level, American ofBdab xresare to arguewith 
the Arabs and otter pro-Patistinian Third World countries that 
tee administration is hefykssly bound by the congressional hffl teaf 
was passed recently which stipulates that Washington should cut 
off finds to any party that sought to upgrade the PLO’s status. Bah 
then, t is a matter that should be handled between the atlministra- 
tkm and American c on gressmen whose strings are polled by the 
Zionist lobby in Washington. Bis thcadmhdstratirm’s funeral and 
the Arab World, the PLO or any other party should have nothing 
to do with SL 

If it to any consolation, the Arab group at the UJf. has decided 
to go ahead with its effort to upgrade tee PLO status regardless of 
the American threat, whic h coaid at best be described .m 
blackmail. That should also explain why Pkkermg added a new 
dement to tte riftiaffan by raising the issue of the American-PLQ 
dialogue. A b obvious that tee US. has realised that there is ray 
Bttie it amid do to block the Arab resolution and has now shitted _ 
the pressure to the PLO Usetil 

St is apparent that Pickering’s pointed refe r e n ce to the'Tunis 
dialogue and ^serious consequences for the peace process (md) a 
lot of very impo r tant issues” that cotdd be Imperilled by the HAS 
bid means only one thing: the Bash administration win take its. 
bands off the steering <jf the so-called peace process and might evot 
retract tee five-point terraria tabled by Secretary of State Janus 
Baker. JSj g deaf, isn’t it? Washington is th reatening to caB off si 
plan which, in the first place, was destined to get nowhere in hs; 
piresent Form and content. IT anything, it is aimed at promoting 
Israel’s version of a solution to the Palestinian problem. Itndtber 
addresses the ftindameataJs nor does it offer any hope of -ever 
addressing them. 

By extension, tee American stand also seems to the 

PLO to cope with a situation wherethe Israeli occupation wS . 
ihrteer tighten screws against the Pale stinians Bring in tebi 
occupied territories. 

That leaves the question of the Tank dbdegae, which, acebriBng'. 
to Pickering, the PLO stands to lose. Bat teen, what tangible 




tngtne American position in dear terms that Washington Is totuFfy 
opposed to tee idea of an independent Palestinian state? Is there 
any purpose in continuing tee dialogue, with the PLO. hoping 
against tope that some miracle could bring about a ft tee 
American stand? 

So, logic dictates that if the price the PLO baa to pay in return 
for an upgraded status at the U.N. to its worthless dialogue wttii the 
Untied States, let it be so, and leave the Untied Nations to grapple 
with the American threat to cut off its binding. If indeed 
Washington makes good Its threat, then there txmkt no longer be' 
any ambiguity overwbatiarks behind the mueb-tonted American 
reaffirmation of people’s right to seti-determination, mdepend- 
ence, freedom, liberty,, integrity, sovereignty and what ooL It is 
and wflT remain to be a question of a superpower, knocked ’ 
senseless Into a side of stupor by its own military and economic 
mastitis, cbaBengJng international legitimacy. 

By the same token, what is the purpose behind the comhmed 
existence of tte United Nations anyway if the world body is hrf d to 
ransom and vnberaMe to arms-twisting? If the art-off to 
American contribution means an end to tee UJ4., let tibe so. The 
world would tea better place without an organisation which is 
rendered toothless and deprived of its p u rportedly international 
supremacy and power whenever It comes to an issue of a neoukr 
who sue straining against the chains of occupation. 

It would seem naive or even radBad to suggestsach a scenario, 
bat ff the world ?w§to stand up and light for its peopl e ** w 4*hta tt i* 
the only course of action at the U.N. Isn’t the protect ofnemde^ 

** body?wSrStiZSmto 

defend its ratoon d’etre, come what may. 


^ ^ ****** sitnation and chaBenge Antirim 

fiB “ c£a# cfari toTStee Arnerfca 
objectives and impose American wSB. 


P-V. Vxvekanaiftd 
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By Mariam M. Shahin 
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Pariunnent dumber, m the AbdaE quarter of Amman, from 8 

311 atmosphere of the euphoria 
IHev^^AfterJCsMajcsty King Hussein opened Parliament, 
teJSSSSS® reatessoess prevailed as the crowd, invited by 
pa™anieiilanans, ex^parijamgntarians and other government 
bffioate, smoke d, cha tted, stood, sat or jnsr loUed around as the 
(senators and deputies were sworn into office. The moment 
®J' w y° n ® ““ wartmg for grew closer, the first balloting far- ■ 
H< ^ se - was a race between three 
candidates, ll one of them could secure a majority of 41 votes out 

of 80 then the nice would end in the first round. If not, a second 

I votoWOTW delete whk* one of the two top scorers in the first 
round would be tbe speaker. Each deputy voted and as the results 
were read out vote by vote, the amfience stopped taDrine, stormed 
smoking, die air was still, and it was as if thewlS sKmed 
breathing m anneroatiou. 

The three candaatcs became two because none of tbeo had 
received the absolute majority of 41 votes. Yousef Mbeideen, 
dabbed the Islamic candidate, gat 35 votes, Suleiman Arar, the 
“senri-mdependent’’ candidate got 31 votes and Laith Shbeilat,. 
the self-styled Islamic "rebel,” got 14 votes. 

Quickly, the votes were cast again. A harmony among the 
newly swam in deputies was evident as they passed on pens to one 
another and e xchang ed pleasant rie s. As the names on the ballots 
were read .out again tbe crowd was silent. Tire first forty votes 
were equally divided between Arar and Mbeideen. Then Arar 
tooktbe lead, and once it began it did not stop. Aral’s supporters - 
in tire crowd counted aloud and cheered as his 40th, 41st, 42nd, 
43rd and 44th votes came in. The race was over and Arar,, who 
had won aneof five seats in .Maan with 5,590 votes, had become 
the democratically elected speaker of tire House of Representa¬ 
tives. 

For those who were happy with the result and for those who 
were not, fire day and the process that had taken place was a 
historical first For critics as well supporters of the election 
process that took place in Jordan, a new chapter in the country’s 
history had been opened and the people, whether attending tire 
session or watching it on television, were there to see it happen. 

Two major factors emerged from the election of the speaker of 
the Lower House. One was tire election of Arar and the second 
was a more subtle but no less important development, namely the 
flexing muscles of a newly established democratic bloc in 
PartiamenL The newly-formed bloc consists of 16 parliamenta¬ 
rians. Between Islamists and semi-independent parliamentarians, 
tire “democrats” have chosen a third way. Although they are 
“small” in number, they have proved that their votes could be 
decisive in any' ’bide’ vote that takes place in Parliament. 

According to reliable sources tire bloc had deckled Sunday 
mgbtfo vote for Shbeilat in the first ballot and Arar in the second 
ballot. Although not all 16 bloc members agreed to follow tire 
group's decision, the vast majority did so, thus assmemg Arar’s 
victory. But every victory has its price and parliamentary 
observers befieve thatthe democratic bloc will be woed by the two 
larger trices-in all. future Hoc issue votes. 

' This week tire newly elected Speaker of toe Lower House of 
Pariiameaft, (Suldman Arm-), talks to Focus on People about his 
views vis-a-vis tire future of Parliament and tire country. 

A seif-styled independent, Arar is a native of tire southern city 
of Maan, wh}ch has been a gateway to travellers to and from the 
Hijaz, Damascus and Egypt for centuries. After finishing high 
school in bis hometown, Arar went to the University of 
Alexandria to study law. After receiving a degree in law, he _ 
joined ^oriianV C ola- aiic, corps. Returning to Jordan after ' 
serving the Foreign Mintaxy abroad, Arar held a series of 
government and non-government posts which included those of 
Karak assistant governor, director general of the national unions, 

A1 RaT chief edrtor and chairman of tbe bdard as well as president 
of the Journalists Association. 

Arar says, that be places particular importance on press laws 
and regulations and is in favour of liberalising Jordan’s newspap¬ 
ers. It is Arar’s long and extensivS services in government posts 
that, in his opinion, failed to give him a more extensive victory in 
tire election. “The people who went to tire polls wanted to vote 
fora “Mr. Clean” and to most that meant someone who bad had 
no connection with the government,” he says. “This was sad, bat - 
that’s what happened. Those government employees who had 
misused their positions for personal gains bad hurt the reputation 
of all government employess and once a reputation is damaged it 
is very difficult to regain the confidence of the people.” 

Maan had one of the lowest electorate turnouts for Islamic or 
Muslim Brotherhood candidates in the Kingdom, and only one, 
Yousef A1A them, won one of the five seats allocated to district. 
Arar attributes tins to the “rmn-fundamentalist” character of tire 
region and the dose personal relationships that the other 
non-Manrist candidates had with their c ons t itu ency. “Our electo¬ 
rate knew us, they know. Suleiman Arar, although I now live in 
Amman I am no stranger to them or their wants and needs. They 
knew whom they were voting for.” 

Election observers have indi cat ed that Atfaem lobbied heavily 
among the female community in tire south and to Aqaba in 
particular, with tire help of sisters mid wives of Brotherhood 
members. Unofficial estimates indicate that Athem received most 
of ha votes from women, a group that Arar admits he had given 
specific attention to. 

Arar held major government posts from 1976 to 1984. In 1984 


be served as mmistcr of interior in 'tire government of Mndar 
Badran. He served as minister of state in 1979 in tbe government 
of tire late Abdul Hamid Sbaraf. In 1960 he held tire post of 
.minister of agriculture. In 1982 he was speaker of the National 
Consultative Council and in 1984 be was appointed deputy prime 
minister and minister of interior in tire gov ernme nt of Ahmad 
Obddat. 

Asked whether tire Jordanian people who have not participated 
in the democratic process for such a long time were sufficiently 
- prepared for tbe democratic processes in which they were asked 
to participate, Arar said he thought they certainly were. “Some 
people have suggested that Jordanians are not politically mature 
enough to deal with democracy. This is an argument that only 
colonialists or Eke-minded people conkl possible forward. Jordan 
has four universities, a high standard of elementary and secondary 
education and about 20,000 university students studying abroad. 
Now if that promotes ignorance amongst a people then I don’t 
know what doesn’t. Although some of oar previous governments 
have not allowed for participation by the people in toe decision¬ 
making process that has now been changed, it is quite dear that 
the democratic and tronble-free elections that took place on Nov. 
8, surprised people in many parts of tire world, because it was a 
clear indication once and for all that democratic and free elections 
without disturbances are possible in tire Arab World,” Arar said. 

His Majesty King Hussein has indicated that he will allow for 
the formation of political parties sometime in the near future and 
moves to legislate such a move are expected to move through 
PariiameuL Arar is of the opinion that ml political parties should 
be allowed to operate provided that “confirm to the constitu¬ 
tion,” which he expects they will. 

Although some parhamexitarians expressed the desire to 
increase military spending during their campaign rallies, Arar 
feels that to actually increasing the defence budget may not be 
timely. “We cannot afford to reduce military spending because we 
have an extremely long and vulnerable border with an unfriendly 
military giant that is badeed by the United States. But considering 
our economic situation I don’t think we should increase it right 
now. If in the future we have the financial means then I am 
certainly in favour of boosting our defence capabilities, but right 
now we don’t have those financial means,” Arar explained. 

In Arar’s native sooth agricultural op p ort un ities are few and 
business ventures have so fair failed to take root in any significant 
fashion, Arar believes that developing vocational drifts may be a 
key to malting tire people of the south more self-sufficient. 

Although many Jordanian residents of the south have frequent¬ 
ly complained that the south was neglected by tire government in 
Amman, ami was not given tire same developmental opportuni¬ 
ties as other regions in the Kingdom, Arar disagrees. “The south 
was supplied with all the basics. Every village has paved streets, 
water, electricity, and telephones. Hospitals, schools and now 
most recently a university are av ailab le to all of the southern 
region -of Jordan. The only thing dial has become evident, 
especially in tbe most recent period of economic belt tightening, is 
that the south there is a need for employment. I believe jobs 
should be created in tire south for the southerners, they should 
not be obliged to come to Amman to find work: Although there 
are major industries in tire south, such as tire potash company, the 
cement factory (Tafileh), the glass factory (Maan), the phosphate 
company and tire port in Aqaba there is still a need to create 
employment op po rt un ities for at least 1,000 people in the south,” 
Arar says. 

‘ As the new speaker of the Lower House of Parliament, Arar 
believes that economic issues should be the number one priority 
in Parliament. ”We are faced with economic difficulties on a settle 
that yreliave never ieen faced*withbefore, wc' must 'therefore 
, faced them and attempt to deal with them. Don’t ask me how; we r 
are faced with a huge national debt and we are a relatively poor 
country, but with time and cooperation we will find a way. We 
have always had some economic difficulties but never on this 
scale, it needs special attention,” he conceded. 

As a second priority Arar said, he “would like to concentrate 
on agricultural development which I think has a lot more 
potential. We have the potential to increase oar fruit and 
vegetable exports and decrease our dependency-on fruit, veget¬ 
able and grain imports. Ewe have the potential then we should do 
more to meet ft.” 

Another development Arar said he would look forward to 
seeing soon “is the opening up of press freedoms, there are a few 
laws concerning freedom of tire press which could do with some 
modernisation.” 

While many elected parliamentarians have already called for 
the prosecution of those accused of economic crimes against the 
state. Arar points out that “now we are no longer on the 
campaign trail, we are responsible public officials and we can’t go 
around accusing people of things. E we have proof and are asked 
to judge we must do so and do so fairly. The people don’t like to 
feel that they have been cheated and this is understandable, but 
there must be justice for all and naone is guilty until he is proven 
gmlty. Smoking a twenty-five dinar dgar may make someone 
suspect in tire eyes of the people but it does not make him guilty,” 
Arar said. 

Arar pointed out that “in Jordan everyone is someone, each 
person is a sheikh in his own right, even if he only has bread to eat 
and tea to drink, be will not allow anyone to fool him or to 
misrepresent him, especially in Parliament, so we, the parlia¬ 
mentarians will be looking out for the publics interest, that for 
sore.” 



Arab-American students In Washington D.C. 


Arabs in America 


By A J. Dickerson 

Tbe Associated Press 

DETROIT — An Arab-Amer¬ 
ican community centre is burned, 
twice. A couple returns home 
from their mosque to find “Go 
back” scrawled m shoe polish on 
their walls and carpet 

“They put sludge in my pfta 
bread, took my hinchmeat ouL 
They wrote 'sand nigger’ on my 
time-card,” said Lebanese-Amer¬ 
ican Fred Abbas, a Wayne Coun¬ 
ty sewer plant worker who won 
$500,000 in a discrimination suit. 
Tire comity is seeking a new trial. 

But, nationally, anti-Arab 
sentiments are dwindling as peo¬ 
ple stop stereotyping Arab- 
Americans. So says Paris Bouha- 
fa of the American-Arab Anti- 
Discri urination Committee in 
Washington, D.C which repre¬ 
sents 2.5 millio n people. 

In the early years of-their im¬ 
migration, . Arab-Americans of 
their many nationalities tended to - 
duster together as other ethnic 
groups did. Bnt as they fanned 
out over tire country, the second 
and third generations, acquiring 
education, tended to assimilate, 
although keeping their ethnic de¬ 
votion to their regional culinary 
tastes from lamb dishes to pita 
bread. 

Now, some Arab-American ex¬ 
perts say, the Lebanese and 
Palestinian issues have 
reawakened a sense of identity. 

In greater Detroit, home by 
most counts to some 250,000 
Arab-Americans, tire largest con¬ 
centration in North America, the 
Immigr ants keep coming and ten¬ 
sions remain. So says Terry 
Ahwal, a board member on the 
ADCs Detroit chapter, and a 
Catholic who emigrated from 
Palestine to the United States in 
1972 when she was 15. 

Of the 22 Arab nations, most 
immigr ants here are from Leba¬ 
non, Syria, Palestine, Jordan, 
Yemen and tbe Chaldea, tbe 
ancient areas between the Tigris 
and Euphrates that constituted 
Babylon. Some Arabs are Christ¬ 
ians; others Muslims. The Chal¬ 


deans are Roman Catholics from 
Iraq. 

“Detroit is the EQis Island of 
the A[rab community. At first, it 
was economics—the car industry 
gave jobs to lots of unskilled _peo> 
pie. And people bring families,” 
says Ahwal, whose chapter re¬ 
ceived threatening letters after a 
bomb brought down Pan Am 
Flight 103 in December in Scot¬ 
land. 

“We always get threats. It's 
normal. Its a comedy here. We 
pass them around and laugh,” 
says Ismael Ahmed, director of 
the Arab Community Centre for 
Economic and Social Services, 
better known as ACCESS. 

ACCESS, founded in 1971, 
moved into its third home in 
Dearborn last summer. The first 
two burned, says Ahmed, who 
blames arsonists. “I think people 
are frightened. Whole blocks be¬ 
come Arab very quickly,” says 
Brooklyn-born Atoned, who is 
- Lebanese-Egyptian. 

Between 3,000 and 10,000 
Arabs land yearly in Detroit, 
many from war-torn Lebanon. 

“Every day we see more com¬ 
ing,” says Haifa Fakhouri, direc¬ 
tor of the Arab-American and 
Chaldean Communities Social 
Services. * 

More problems. 

The No. 1 issue is unemploy¬ 
ment because of the language. 
“Most come from villages that 
have lived the same way for 
hundreds of years,” Atoned says. 
“Their skills aren’t very transfer¬ 
able.” 

But that was so when tbe 'first 
immigr ants- arrived. Their “basic 
talents were agricultural and mer¬ 
cantile, so they took jobs at any¬ 
thing from grocery stores to ped¬ 
dling pots and pans in rural areas. 

Arab immigr ation to the Un¬ 
ited States began with a trickle 
more than 100 years ago. When 
peddlers found business good, 
they stayed. A wave came from 
Lebanese region after 1900, some 
to escape tbe crumbling Ottoman 
Empire’s oppression. In 1919, 
emigres built the nation’s first 
mosque, in the Detroit enclave of 


Highland Park. 

“I think the thing that attracted 
people to this area was it was a 
nice place to live,” says Henry 
Saad, a Bloomfield Hills lawyer 
and a third-generation Lebanese. 

The thousands who followed 
them to greater Detroit were 
hired by auto industry wages. 

“Detroit was booming. The 
real question is why they continue 
to come here/’ .says Nabeel 
Abraham, an anthropologist at 
Henry Ford Community College. 
“These people wouldn’t be here 
except for the war...that’s my 
suspicion. 

“One of the factors making 
Detroit different is we have this 
constant influx Of immigr ants and 
they pull you back from assimila-. 
tion,” Abraham says. “They’re 
always frying to recreate home.” 

Newer immigrants create some 
stress in Dearborn, dotted with 
Arabic coffeehouses, restaurants 
. and markets and home to some 
20JXX) Arabs. 

New arrivals come to join fami¬ 
lies here, or seek comfort in a 
place with the familiarity of their 
homeland. But they find fife har¬ 
der than did their predecessors. 

At'ACCESS, more than 16,000 
families last year received English 
lessons, and got help with im¬ 
migration, jobs, medical care, 
clothing and housing. “The prob¬ 
lem is, they need everything,'’ 
Ahmed says. 

“Twenty-five percent unem¬ 
ployment in Detroit is better than 
getting your bead busted,” says 
George Moses, past president of 
the National Association of Arab 
Americans, the only registered 
lobby group for immigrants and 
their descendants, “American 
has been good to Arab-Amer¬ 
icans.” 

As earlier immigrants join the 
mainstream, they say they’re less 
tied to tbe diverse Arab commun¬ 
ity. But Arab antipathy doesn't 
make distinctions between tbe 
various nations, religions or cul¬ 
tures. Ties that bind include fight¬ 
ing discrimination or problems in 
their homeland. 

“You get a crisis, like a war in 
the Middle East, people pull 


together, but it's temporal,” 
Abraham says. 

“There is a general feeling of 
pan-Arabism. One, they have a 
culture, a history, a background 
worth preserving. And there is a 
feeling that Arabs haven’t gotten 
a fair shake. And third, there’s a 
feeling we’re under attack — 
stereotyping.” 

Stereotyping is blamed for un¬ 
confirmed reports that Nazir 
Jaafar of Dearborn may have 
unwittingly carried the bomb that 
caused the Pan Am crash, Ahwal 
says. Intimidations, like last 
year’s scrawlings at the Arab cou¬ 
ple's home, increased in greater 
Detroit this year, she says. 

The ADC discontinued its 
yeaziy violence report. Its 1986 
report found the most incidents in 
Michigan, followed by California, 
Washington, D.C. and New 
York. Southern California has 
the second-largest Arab-Amer¬ 
ican concentration, and another 
large population ^ in New York. 

Raising public consciousness: 
was one goal when the ADC was 
founded in 1980 after outrage 
over “Abscam,” the FBI corrup¬ 
tion investigation that had agents 
posing as wealthy Arabs. 

The ADC and NAAA are 
quick to point out well-known 
Arab-Americans: F. Murray 
Abraham, who won an Oscar fair 
his portrayal of Wolfgang 
Mozart’s jealous rival composer 
in die motte Amadeus, U.S. Sen¬ 
ate majority lader George Mitch¬ 
ell, actor Danny Thomas, heart 
surgeon Michael BfeBakey, 
radio’s CaseY Kasem, poet 
Kahlil Gibran, Hrisman Trophy- 
winning quarterback Doug Flu- 
tie, consumer advocate Ralph 
Nader and teen pop singer Tif¬ 
fany. In early days, many well- 
known Arab Americans tended 
to play down their ethnicity, fade 
into the fabric of society. 

“Now it’s spinning, it's going to 
take off. We just bad an Arab- 
American appointed in the White 
House,” Siblani said, referring to 
White House chief of staff John 
Siinunu, whose grandfather was 
Lebanese — Arab News. 
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Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servicfc. 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and - get:-' 

* JUMBO photo 
sm 30% larger 

* From, enlarge¬ 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 



Same Day Service 
for all E6 films at 

Salbashian 

Trading Co. 

Wadi Saqra str. 
Next to Petra Bank 
■* Headquarters 

Tel : 633418 


liclous Chinese and Lebanese: 
cuisines cocked so your BOng. 
From 12 noon to MtdnJght 
All served In the super attractive 
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Tel 672288. home dedvery avatable 


AL SABEEL 

HOTEL FLATS 


Tel 630571, P.O.Box 2206 

— Conveniently located behind 
the Turkish Embassy in Jabal 
Amman, ;'nd Circle, with easy 
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and tour-jt sites. 

— Icfeaf fo* businessmen and 
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— Comfor* .Hy furnished suites 
with sell alering facilities, T V. 
and set >ced dajty 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
Ahlfyyah Girls School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

■ -6:30-Midnigbt 

■Tot $38968 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

Tmkm ammy a wffnhh 

Open daily 12.00-15-30 
18:00-2330 

Wadi Saqra Road-near Traffic 
Badge 

Amman. Jordan 

v Tel: 661922 y 


^ CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Bvbeqtie for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

s. 6:30 - Midnight / 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 


Open daily Noon - 3:30p.m. 
& 6:30p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilsh Hospital 

Teh 641093 


LJT 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 




Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
1 available 

Open Daily 12.30-3J30 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Towards 3rd circle 


Tel:6-59519 659520 



LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 
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Saudi Real Estate 

687821/22 


TAHEOUB BROTHERS 


House Hold 
Appliances 


^MagicChef 


MECCA ST. 

Tel: 823466/823477 












































































Jordan, London Club 
reported in agreemei 


By Alistair Lyon 

Renter 

AMMAN — Jordan has agreed debt rescheduling 
terms with a steering committee of bank creditors 
grouped In the London Club, banking sources said 
Wednesday. 


They said the 90 or so Western ' 
and Arab banks involved would 
probably approve the deal, which 
gjv**** Jordan easier terms than 
t _a; originally agreed in princi¬ 
ple more than 11 weeks ago. 

Then Amman pledged to pay 
interest of about $80 milli on due 
in 1989 by the end of the year. 
Banks will now let it defer pay¬ 
ment of half the total until die 
first quarter of 1990, the sources 
said. 

When Jordan is current with 
interest payments, the banks 
would be prepared to provide 
new loans worth $50 millio n on 
Dec. 15. It would pay $16 million 
on Jan. 10, $13 milli on on Feb. 15 
and the balance by March 31. 


The sources said die banks had 
also cut their management fees, 
but no de tails were available. 

Jordanian officials declined to 
comment-but they confirmed last 
week that a new accord was being 
discussed. 

The initial September agree¬ 
ment had said banks would defer 
repa y ments of $575 minion of 
principal due from Jan. 1,1989 to 
Jane 30, 1991 on debts af $1.1 
biQion. 

But Jordan's cabinet refused to 
approve the terms. The finance 
minis try then sought to cut the 
agreed interest margin from 13/16 
point over LIBOR to 5/8 point 
and 'asked banks to release about 
$48 milli on in undisbarsed loans. 


The latest agreement does not 
alter the interest rate, described 
by one source as “bargain base¬ 
ment”, but* the new money ele¬ 
ment will sue t Jordan rocghly 
what it would have received if die 
undisbursed parts of- current 
loans had been forthcoming. 

.Jordan’s foreign debt was $8.2 
biQion at the end erf 1988, includ¬ 
ing $1.1 bOHon in undisbursed 
loans. Before rescheduling it 
faced repayments of $1.21 bOHon 
this year and $1.28 billkm in 
1990. 

It reached a rescheduling 
agreement with the Paris Oub of 
go ve r nm ent cre dito rs in July and 
has since signed five bilateral 
accords with dub members. 

Gulf International Bank BSC 
and Standard Chartered Bank are 
. co-chairmen of the London Chib 
steering c ommitte e set up in July. 
Other members are Banqoe 
Nationale De Paris, Commercial 
Bask of Kuwait, Manufacturers 
■Hanover Ttust Co. and Union 
Des Basques Arabes et Fran- 


Tunisia lowers growth forecast 


TUNIS (R) — Tunisia has cot its 
economic growth forecast for 
1989 to just three per cent, barely 
Half its original prediction. 

The 1989 budget said gross 
domestic product would rise by 
5.5. per cent this year, but ‘the 
government revised this forecast 
in mid-year to 3.5 per cent after a 
second successive year of 
drought. 

Budget documents for 1990 re¬ 
duced the forecast further down¬ 
wards to three per cent. 

But they said a hoped-for 1990 
grain harvest of 900,000 tonnes, 
compared with 626,000 in 1989, 
and a doubling of the olive har¬ 
vest to 450,000 formes would help 
to push economic growth up to 
five per cent in 1999. 


Larger than expected imports 
of food and a fell in revenue from 
Libyan tourists would produce a 
current account deficit this year- 
of about 370 milfi on dinar s ($390 
million), the documents said. 

The 1989 budget predicted a 
deficit of 285 milli on dinars ($300 
million) 

The documents said die deficit 
would &I1 to 340 minio n (finars 
($360 milfion) next year if die 
1990 harvest was good and ex¬ 
ports met a growth target of 9.7 
per cent at fixed prices. 

They also said Tunisia had to 
borrow more than expected to 
cover this years deficit. Outstand¬ 
ing external debt would reach 
5.43 billion dinars ($5.74 billion) 
by the end of the year compared 
with 4.975 billion ($5.24 bimon) a 


year ember. 

They predicted wt w nal 
debt would rise to 5.825 bflEqn 
dinars ($6.2 billion), or 54.6 per 
cent of gross domestic product, 
by the end of 1990. 

Prices of some foodstuffs wfll 
go up in 1990 as a result of cuts in 
government subsidies, the docu¬ 
ments said. 

The cost of subsidies rose this 
year to 390 million dinars ($410 
million) from 275 millio n ($290 
million) in 1988, bat would fall in 
1990 to 300 million ($315 mil- 
Kou). 

Snbadues on bread, sugar, 
wheat, rice and cooking ofl are 
politically s ens it i v e in Tunisia as 
many people would find it hard to 
pay market prices. 


Fiat signs landmark car 
deal with Soviet Union 


ROME (Agencies) — Italian 
motor giant Fiat signed a land* * 
mark car production deal with the 
Soviet Union Tuesday, setting 
the tone'for what toe Italian 
government and industry hope 
will turn into an export bonanza 
to toe East Bloc. 

Rat SPA will set up a joint 
venture with the Soviet Union to 
produce 300,000 cars a year for 
both toe Soviet domestic market 
and export to the West, Fiat 
Managing Director Cesare Romi- 
ti told reporters. 

The deal is the largest of sever¬ 
al to be signed with the Soviet 
Union this week, with Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev due 
to start a three-day visit to Italy 
Wednesday. 

Many other Italian companies 
are signing new contracts or tak- - 
ing existing deals a stage further, 
often resulting from contacts 
made during a major trade ex¬ 
hibition winch Italy staged in 
Moscow last year. 

Italy is Moscow’s fourth biggest 
Western trading partner and has 
a long history of economic coop¬ 
eration. 

Under the Fiat deal, produc¬ 
tion at toe Yelabnga plant, south¬ 
east of Moscow, would start in 
late 1993 or early 1994. Fiat is 
taking a 30 per cent stake in the 
project and state-run Soviet com¬ 
pany Elaz toe other 70 per cent. 

Ronriti, who signed the accord 
with Soviet Automotive Industry 
Minister' Nikolai Pugin, said toe 
joint venture’s A-93 car would 
not be derived from the Fiat 
Panda, as reported in toe press, 
but would be a new vehicle de¬ 


veloped jointly by Soviet and 
Italian- technicians. 

He said it would be a three- or 
five-door saloon model, 3.45 
metres" long, with a marimnni 
speed of 150 kilometres per hour. 

“It’s a new car which should be 
able to compete with Western 
vehicles but is also adapted for 
use in the Soviet Union,” he said. 

He said Fiat had also been 
asked to consider advising on a 
separate phase of toe Yelabnga 
{riant to make toe smaller , afi- 
Soviet Oka 1 car. 

The Soviet Union ultimately 
wants each of the Yelabnga 
plant’s planned three sections to 
produce 300,000 cars a year, of 
which the Hat venture would 
represent one third. 

Pugin told journalists the 
Soviet Union intended to boost 
vehicle production from its cur¬ 
rent 1.3 million cars a year, 
covering 45 per coat of domestic 
demand, to about 23 million or 
60^>er cent of demand in toe early 

The accord marks a new stage 
in Fiat’s relations with toe 
Soviet Union. In toe mid-1960s it 
helped set up a plant at Togliat- 
tigrad which produced a version 
of the Fiat 124 car. 

Ronriti said toe new A-93 car 
would carry both toe Fiat and a 
Soviet logo, and would be 
marked outside toe Soviet Union 
through the Fiat organisation. 

Meanwhile, Soviet and Amer¬ 
ican partners have signed a joint 
venture deal to build and operate 
a $2-biDioo petrochemical com¬ 
plex in western Siberia. 

The plant in Tobolsk will pro¬ 


cess p etroc h emicals that will be 
used to make consumer products, 
largely automotive and medical 
items, for both Soviet and foreign 
markets, according to a press 
release put out by toe project. 

A consortium of Western 
ferns, led by Combustion En¬ 
gineering of Stamford, Connecti¬ 
cut entered the deal with the 
Tobolsk Petrochemical Com¬ 
pany, a subsidiary of toe Soviet 
ministry of chemical and oil refin¬ 
ing industries. 

The first phase, construction of 
toe plant, is expected to be 
finished by 1993, the release said. 

The plant, which will process 
Siberian ofl and gas, wifi adhere 
to environmental standards as 
strict as any of those in toe West, 
it added. 


ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 


Ministry stresses quality of products 

AMMAN (J.T.)—The Ministry of Supply Wednesday circulated 
instructions to afi food suppliers rod' importers as well as 
proprietor of g yrywre and supermarkets to strictly adh e re to 
p r o d uc tion ***d wr pr y affixed nn their products. It said that 

this was being done in Ine with regulations and local standards and 
spec ifi c at ions and akn to safeguard public health safety. Hie 
arctdarappealed to all stores wnich have food pro ductsthat are 
no more fit for Hmwwi consumption to contact toe ministry and 
arrang e for their destruction. Of late, the Ministry of Supply had 
hero re ferring great numbers of local merchants to the Martial 
Court for violating regulations concerning food supplies. Many of 
these merch a nts were fined by the court for manipulating {rices, 
selling foodstuff unfit for consumption, refraining from selling 
commodities or failing to place pnee tags on different products 
displayed in their'stores. 1 

Uganda devaludsaltllllng ty 8% 

KAMPALA fR) -^ Uganda had devalued its currency by eight 
per cent, thc-kccoDd adjustm ent in five weeks. Perez Bunumnnhc, 
deputy central bank governor, told Reuters the shilling had from 
Monday been trading at the new rate of 370 shilling to toe dollar, 
from 340 set Oct 24 wheii Uganda devalued its currency by 41 per 
cent. “Hiere has been an adjustment of the official rxrJvmge rate 
of toe (shilling against the) United States dollar to reflect toe true 
econo mi c situation,’* Buhunnmbe said. Diplomats and econom¬ 
ists said Uganda had slashed toe shilling because of pressure from 
traditional financi ers such as the World Bank, who believe its 
exchange rate was unrealistic. The devaluation came few days 
before Uganda was due to start talks with Western donors in Pans 
to seek aid worth $650 milfion. It needs fresh funding for its 
four-year economic rehabilitation pr og ramm e as well as to reduce 
the effects of tough s tr uc tu ral refo n n s . 


Carlsberg reports higher profit 

COPENHAGEN (R) — Danish brewer Carlsberg has reported a 
17 per cent rise in annual profits and said it was continuing to 
expand overseas. “We were very pleased with developments in 
toe Far East, but we also increased sales in P or tu ga l, Camero on, 
Sweden and Germany, so toe trend is more or less worldwide. 
Managing Director Poul Svanbohn told Reuters in a telephone 
interview. Carlsberg earlier reported net profits rose to 632 
milfion aowns ($91 milfion) in toe year ended Sept. 30 from 540 
minimi crowns ($78 mflfion) the year before. Turnover increased 
to 10.2 HilKrih crowns ($1.47 bOHon) from 10 billion ($1.44 
trillion). Beer- sales rose tmee per cent in 1988/89, with overseas 
sales bringings-the strongest grow th . Svanhohn said a long, hot 
European minuter this year had little to do with toe increase. “It 
helped,” he said. “Of course a hot summer is better than a cold 
one, bat it doesn’t make a big rfjflfeienee over a frill year. And 
remember we have large sales in co un tries where toe weather is 
toe same afi year round.” Carlsberg owns or has shares in 
breweries in 30 countries rod a worldwide workfo rce of 12,600. 

Israel plans aggressive strategy 

BRUSSELS (R) — Israel needs an aggressive export strategy to 
conquer the an gle E uropea n Community (EC) market planned 
for 1992, the Economic planning minister was quoted as saying. 
“We don’t have modi time left,” Yitzhak Modai added in an 
interview with the Belgian daily La Libre Belgique. “It’s like 
when you’re trying to penetrate a military formation... you have 
to take advantage of brief openings on the flank. If you wait for 
the openings from toe front, you’re lost.” Modai said he had come 
toi visit EC headquarters in Brussels to find out which export 
sectors toe go v e r n ment should pinpoint for spcriall help. “The 
whole question is to find out at which moment and in what sector 
European demand and Israeli supply will meet.” He was also 
quoted as saying that the single market offered Israel a chance to 
boost annual gross domestic product growth to between eight and 
ten per cent from three to four per cent. 






AMMAN (Petra) — A visiting 
Algerian trade delegation tfisens- 
sed with Jordanian nffiaak here 
Wednesday ways to boost mari¬ 
time and air t ransp ort between 

Algeria and Jordan with a Yiew to 

increasing import/export opera¬ 
tions between the two countries. 

Discussions took place with. 
Dr. Mohammad Smato, secret¬ 
ary-general of tiie Ministry of 
Transport and TcJeconnmnrica- 
tions who briefed toe visitors on 
toe Aoaba-Nwcibeh land-sea 
‘route which can serve the Asian 
and African parts of the Arab 
.World. 


Algerians toe prospect of coo- 
rfrufinp a bilateral agreement on 
transport in a bid to promote 
econ omi c and trade ties. 

The head of toe Alge rian de ¬ 
legation explained his country’s 
- recently adopted economic re¬ 
form programme which is bound 
to pave the way for Algeria’s free 
andopen trade with ine outside 
world. . . 

He also voiced hope t hat , the 
two countries wfll launch fruitful 
cooperation and bolster econo¬ 
mic. and trade relations. 

Mohammad Asfour, president 


Chambera of Gcamneroe who ear¬ 
lier met wito toe Algerian team to 
discuss trade, attended the ; 


AJscrWednesday^toeAlgerian 
team called at the Arab Phar¬ 
maceutical Manufa c turing Com-. 
j>any m Salt rod heard it briefing 
on its production .and- future 
plans. 1 •• : -. -- 

The team .was .told. toat : tbe 
company exports ite products to- 
25 Arab and foreign countries: . 
The team watched a documentary 
film depicting the company's de¬ 
velopment. 
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traditionally weakens, the 
analysts said. 

The monsters agreed to raise 
their production ceifing to 22 
millio n bands a day, from die 
current 20.5 milfion barrels a day, 
ahd what was a “target price” of 
$18 a band became a “minimum 
reference price.” 

OPEC’s eight-member moni¬ 
toring committee wifi meet in 
March “in order to assess the 
marke t,” the ministers said in 
their co mmun ique. 

• Late Thesday, North Sea brent 
blend, the most widely traded 
international crude oil, was 
quoted at a spot price of $1830 a 
barrel in fight trading, down from 
$18.45 l ate M onday. 

The ministe rs came up with a 
fragile solution to demands from 
Kuwait and toe United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) Cor bigger por¬ 
tions of toe production. 

The two have been producing 
two million barrels a day each, or 
about doable their current 
quotas. 

Kuwait agreed to a quota of 1.5 
milli on bands a day, up from 
1.15 mflKan barrels a day, and the 
United Arab Emiratesagreed to 
a steady quota of 1.095 million 




other countries cheat, Kuwait wfll 
choose “not to follow Mindly bnt 
discuss among ourselves (in 
OPEC) before we act” 

Some countries will not pro¬ 
duce toezr full quotas, Subroto 
said. He identified Indonesia, bnt 
he declined to . name others. 

The logic is that as production 
is curbed, prices wifi “steady, if 
not, even strengthen,” he said. 

OPEC’s basket price of crude 
ofls now stands at $17.74 a band, 
Subroto said. 

“We feel that if it deviates too 
much from toe nrmrmnm refer¬ 
ence {nice, then we wifi meet,” 
Subroto said. 

Hisham Mazer, Saudi Arabia’s 
influential ofl minister, told re-, 
porters: “We have covered most 
of the leakages, in fact there is 
just one leakage.” 

Hie added, “mere is more disci¬ 
pline now.thereis more commit¬ 
ment to toe quotaand ithc pro¬ 
duction ceding.” 

The deal should ent production 
by up to 13 millio n bands a day, 
Nazer said. 

^Prices “will steady go up^after 

ity of the agreement,” Nazer 
said. 


it; »i • i in ► • • ■.*m I'lT-. *r '7 *j >■ • < r.um i •/. 

r«V j ' Tv : > i« ■ ■ • i■ i ;-l<j i ■ ■ i T-l • ] J 


in the first quarter but more 

RmifffH in ertent than looked 

fikejjy before,” Madeod said. 

“By showing a greater cob* 
don in OPEC than expected, j - 
think that wifi help paces,? he 


The price for Brent■- blend 
should fall to $17 a barrel, as 
opposed to $16 a band if OPEC 
had simply rolled over its existing 
agreement, Madeod said. . 

Peter Nkxfl, an analyst at toe 
London investm ent firm Warburg 
Securities, said: “They haven’t 
cut production as mw<-h as:toc> 
market would Hke to see^Jfs 
probably not enough,” " 

But a “positive pointer fc .tfae 
speed witotfhich they haye came . 
to -an agreement,” Nkol said. 

Meanwhile, North Sea ofl out- 
put is likely to hat two-year highs 
around 3.85 milKo n barrels per 
day (b/d) eariy next year as Brit¬ 
ish production recovers fram_: 
accidents-rod shutdowns, a Res- 1 

ter survey has showed.. __ 

Ba rring unforeseen mishap, 
Britain is set to continue - its 
bounce back from 10-year lows of 
1.33 milfion b/d in June ahd'and 
to reach 23 mflfion h/d by eariy" 
1990. T 
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British chancellor forecasts higher inflation 


LONDON (R) — Chancellor of 
toe Exchequer John Major has 
prepared financial markets for 
more bad news when Britain's 
November inflation figures axe 
released in another three weeks. 

“Next month... the recent in¬ 
crease in (home-loro) mortgage 
rates is bound to make • the 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



November figure disappointing,” 
'toe finance minister said in a 
parliamentary debate. 

Major gave no specific forecast 
but Ms unusual warning about toe 
November retail price index doe 
Dec. 15 weakened the pound 
sterling. 

In what several British news¬ 
papers reported as a possible 
policy shift. Major’s speech tod 
not contain the usual formula 
stressing government determina¬ 
tion to avoid a depredation of 
sterling, which has fallen some 15 
per cent against the German 
mark this year. 

Government sources said Ma¬ 
jor was amply keen to avoid 


-repeating ’rimsett. 

The p cy of Major’s prede¬ 
cessor, Nigel Lawson, to link 
sterling to toe mark, was at toe 
heart of the former chancellor’s 
conflict over economic policy 
with Prime Minister Margaret 
-Thatcher. Lawson resigned last 
month. 

In parliament. Major reiter¬ 
ated toe government's strategy of 
keeping interest rates high as long 
as necessary to cot inflation. 

“Bringing it down will not be 
easy. Inflation is stubborn and it 
wifi take time,”be said. “I know 
that h> not a popular message bnt 
it is an essential one.” 

Mortgage rates for home- 


buyers in Britain have risen an. 
average one per cent this month 
and analysts said they could push 
the annual inflation figure, now 
73 per cent, back towards the 
politically sensitive eight per cent 


Questioned believed .Thatcher, 
o4, showed resigj before toe next 
election, due by nrid-1992. 1 Of 
those, 44 per cent said toe should 
go at once. ; 

Thatcher, who next month 


The cost of home loans has 
risen with bank lending rates that 
have doubled to 15 per ceot is the 
last 18 months in an effort to emb 

inflation . 

Opinion polls published Sun¬ 
day showed toe Conservative 
Party's popularity at its lowest 
rating in nine years. 

Oms poll in toe Observer news¬ 
paper showed two-'firirds of those 


leadership in 14 years, has vowed 
to remain in office as long as. 
wasted by her party and toe 
electorate. 

At the end of a rixr-day debate, 
the House of Commons voted 
Tuesday night by an overwh elm¬ 
i ng C onservative majority to' 
accept the government’s 
policy statement read by Queen 
Elizabeth last week at parlia¬ 
ment's state .opening. 


I know the Answer, 

MAAM.. I JUST CAN'T 
THINK.. BUT I KNOW THE 
ANSWER.. I KNOW IT... 


IT'S RIGHT ON THE TIP 
. OF MY TON6UE.. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Wednesday November 29, 
1989 

Central Bank official rates 


“Stanley always cries at weddings 
...because his piece of cake 
is too small.” 



THAT SCRAMBLB) WORD OAME 
by Henri AmoM and Bob Lae 1 


U.S. anlhw 
Pound Sterling 

Swiss franc 


Buy Scfl 

641.0 647.0 
1004J 1014.5 
359.7 363.3 
402.1 406.1 


French trace 
Japane se Ten (for 100) 
Dutch guilder 
Swedish crown 
Italian lira (for inn 
Belgian franc (for 10) 


’J n ac mm bte these tour Jumbles, 
one Mtsr to each square, to tam 
four ouSnary wonts. 


ELVAT 



LONDON (R) — Following are toe buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies rod gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 

One Sterling 1.5645/55 

One U.S. dollar 1.1660/70 

U.S. dollars 

Canadian dollar 

1.7800/07 

Dentschemarks 

2.0077/84 

Dutch guilders 

1.5894/904 

Swiss francs 

37.38/41 

Belgian francs 

6.0740/90 

French francs 

1313/1314 

Italian lire 

143.40/50 

Japanese yen 

63675/725 

Swedish crowns 

6.7975/825 

Norwegian crowns 

6.9100/50 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 41035/410.75 

U.S. doflais 



RUHYR 


PiQWDUR 



THE PESSIMIST VMS 
HANGING AK0UNPTHE 
PEUCATESSEN STORE 
BECAUSE HE WAS 
WArnNS FOR THIS. 


’Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug¬ 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Prfat answer here: £ X X >1 


Y e s te rday's 


(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles; LEAVE PAUSE FERRET HARROW 

Answer What a rafoy dayte for A cab driver— 
“FAHE" WEATHER 
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BUCHAREST-(R)—Romanian 
gymnast Nadia Comaneci, wbo 
fledto. Hunga ry Tuesday, made 
fliympffi anagy miM^fe hfe tPiy'at 
the age of 14 by being the first 
gynmsst 4o wfo mamm an 10- 
point scores for her display. 

Over five days of com p et iti on 
_at fiie 1975 Montreal Olympics 
Comaneci won seven perfect 
•cores, a record only matched for 
the first time at last year’s Seoul 
Obmpa, with her- highly do 
- vuDped-Cpncentratum and tinting’ 
cooptedwithdanentsof 'risk'asm 


lire imK&sputed queen of gym¬ 
nastics left Montreal with three 
gold “one silver and 'one hr <w r 
medals, having broken the Soviet 
Union’s domination of women’s- 
gymnastics — an Ikdaevemerat. 



forecast for Thursday, novemhbe 30 , 1m 

By Thomas S: Pierson, Astrologer, Carroti Righter Foundation 
GENERAL TENDENCIES: This fid in trouble. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Nora 
mm effect -whatever cpmavattve hex 21) A successful person wj 

"SJ3E^ cxtoxxdmaiy or money. You can betoa goo 
progressive. mood with members of vat 


ABBES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Yon nil need to express your 
charm : tro get the attention of a 
hnsmessman. Settle disputes of 
- y o ur family in a huddle. 

"TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Look carefully at every conmtkm 
before going into a business pro¬ 
ject- Entertain friends at home 
with mate. 

GEMINI: (May21to June21) T*o 
suc ce s sf u l persons wgl give you the 
best advice about business. Too 
much entertainiqg today could fati¬ 
gue you- 

MOON CBDGUJKEN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Accept new ideas from a 
business associate to increase in¬ 
come. Gomg oa atrq) with friends 
will be jdeuanL: 

LEO: (July~22 to August'Zt) Plan 
to entertam-ofliers in your home 
fiotaaefifoyabte time. Don’t aOow 
tension to disrupt your pleasant 


VIRGO: {Angpst 22 to September 

you? Do”wmJhing 
special, that your loved one will 
appreciate greatly. 

LIBRA:'(September 23 to October 
22) Cbriict wifi* a business person 
wffl hurtjponr financial situation. 
You wiB find that friends arc help- 


fid m trouble. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem-. 
her 21) A successful person will 
provide ideas for "■•Wng more 
money. You can be in a good 
mood with members of yonr 

family 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Accept the invita¬ 
tion of a successful person you wish 
to know. A couple who comes into 
your home wiu be enjoyable. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Try to meet an mrii- 
vidnal from a distance who can 
hdp.m biftiness. All kinds of pro¬ 
jects wffl be present at home. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru¬ 
ary 19) A visit to a dose relative 
wffl bring much pleasure. Don’t 
think you have to spend a lot of 
money on romance. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Avoid a problem friend that 
want to go on a trip. Yonr best 
results are from b na ncs s projects 
you have tried. 

Today’s child: If yonr child were 
bom today he or she easily com¬ 
prehend new trends in tbe world of 
activity and in addition will know 
immediately what others are aim¬ 
ing at, without asking them a lot of 
questions or doing any real re¬ 
search. Their lesson will be to take 
care of themselves and not to work, 
so hard all the time. 

"The stars impel, they do not 
oOBtpdU” What you make of your 
Mb » largely qp to you. 


; HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1, 1989 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCJESr You 
have lots of interest in making 
. same new conditions jthat interest 
you come true and yon would-be 
wise to carefully consider them and 
not let your enthusiasm fun away 
with you. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Work out any practical proMcans 
that pertain to your fautijy. Enjoy 
i n tlmatf . moments with your doae 
attacheanent- 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May .20) 
/Follow suggestions by a successful 




E whenever "possible, 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 


wfflueed all your skills to work out 
a difficult business atuation. En¬ 
tertain a successful person in your 
home today. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
Jtifr.21).If a trip appears that wffl 
provide pleasure to- yonr. family, 
take it. Be more wining to enter¬ 
tain others.. . 

LEO:. (JWy 22 to August 21) You 
arenow m. the position to .make 
more mosey through your.pro- 
jedv Accept two people wbo are 
very pleasant into yonr home. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Your best investment is with 
the advke of a knowledgeable per¬ 
son. Cany through with plans to 
visit distant relatives. 

LIBRA; (September 23 to October 
22)Be enthusiastic with your mate 
about a jont project. Accept the 


advice of two eipeiienced people 
about b us in es s. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem¬ 
ber 21) Make your home the center 
of .eniatammg of friends. Be more 
sensitive to different wishes of your 
loved ones. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) There is no limit to 
the success that comes to you in 
buaness. Make plans of afl type to 
spend with attachment. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Look for new projects 




news you can for success. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru¬ 
ary 19) Invite dynamic new people 
into your home. Be sure you have 
ati the business facts you can get to 
be snocessfuL 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Do what you can to help a good 
friend with a difficult problem. 
You wffl be advised to become 
involved in a new project 
Today's cfcHd: If your child were 
boro today he or she will be one of 
those dynamic dimmers who will 
understand very readily every side 
of any given situation. This- can 
also lead to the scattering of the 
forces so be sure tins ddkl receives 
a fine education. A crystal is some¬ 
thing this person would treasure in 
their late teens. 

“7he stem impel, they do not 
compel." What you make of your- 
Hfe is largely up to you. 



gymnastic history at 14 


winch was to cause her problems 
in following years. 

- The four foot 11 indies- (1.49 
metres) tall Comaneci endeared 
herself to the anny of journalists 
who besieged-her after her Mon¬ 
treal triumph Mien, asked what 
her greatest wish was, she re¬ 
plied: “I want to go home.” 

Although she managed only 
one individiial world title and one 
world team gold, Comaneci won 
a record three successive Euro-, 
pean championships and went on 
to win two more gold arid two 
ahrer medals at the 1980 Moscow 
Olympics. 

She later wrote an autobiogra¬ 
phy, completed, her'studies in 
physical education at Bucharest 
University and became an inter¬ 
national gymnastics judge: 


. Nadia Elena Comaneci was 
bean on November 12, 1961, in 
the Moldavian town of Gbeosghe 
Gbeorghiu-Dej in eastern 
Romania. 

The daughter of a car mechanic 
and an office wostor, she showed 
a tireless capacity- for jumping 
and somersaulting which led her 
mother to enrol the six-year-old 
in a gymnastics class. 

Just one year later, she was 
spotted at a gymnastics talent 
trial at her school by the husband-’ 
and-wife wwehrng team of Marta 
and Bela KaxolyL 
- They took over Nadia’s class to 
qonvmce the Romanian sports 
authorities of their then revolu¬ 
tionary theory that good results 
conk! be achieved -with young 
gymnasts below the age of 12. 

Under their strict coaching, 
Nadia began devoting some four 
hoots a day to gymnastics and 
five to scboofrvoA. 

At the age of nine die won all 
five gold medals at the Romanian 
Federation Cup. She made her 
international gymnastics debut at 
a contest in Poland in 1971 where 
she won critical acclaim for her 
nnusoal rareness and agility. 


Her rise was meteoric and by 
1975 she was firmly established 
on the Romanian national team, 
when she caused a sensation at 
the European championships by 
defeating the reigning world 
champion, Tjadmila Turishchev 
of the Soviet Union. 

The technical purity of her 
performance was her most bril¬ 
liant characteristic, her coaches 
said of her. Physically she had 
great strength, speed and flexibil¬ 
ity. Mentally she had intelligence 
and phenomenal powers of con¬ 
centration and courage. 

Nadia transformed gymnastics 
with her European championship 
and Olympic victories and the 
sport became the domain of teen¬ 
age girls with light supple bodies 
who could outclass mature 
women like Turishcheva. 

The Soviet Union, which did 
not allow girls under 14 to com¬ 
pete, were caught off balance and' 
lost their traditional domination 
of the sport for many years. 

Following her Olympic 
triumph, Comaneci became the 
focus of several judging disputes 
at international contests held by 
the Soviet-dominated Interna- 


THE Daily Crossword by Louis Ssntrey 


ACROSS 
1 Rocky pdaca 
5 IA city 
9 Grown-up 

14 Inner part 

15 Hard 

16 Turn askta 

17 Templeton 

18 Basu! 

IB He's partner 
20 Things to 

memorize 

22 Rate tad 
maternally 

24 Big success 

25 Oscars 

28 Chemical 
compound 

29 Actor Warren 
32 A Gershwin 
35 Use brooms 
88 Vientiane's 

land 

39 Oscar 

43 In the 1m ow 

44 Submarine 


45 Always to 
poets 

46 LA gridder 
49 Singer 

Redding 
51 Oscar 
recipient 
57 Fruit drink 
59 Lodging place 
BO SaragJfej. 

81 Aquarium flab 
63.-Smell-combo - 
65 Ceremony . 

6a Indian e.g. 

67 .Tied 

68 Bridle strep 

69 Fr. rim 

70 Taka tan 

71 Kane’s 
“Rosebud" 

DOWN 

1 La —, Milan 

2 Baby problem 
.3 Wham the 

action b 

4 Move back 

5 Bustle 

6 Without a sou 

7 Ms Verdugo 


aaa aaaaa 


aaa -innnn ami 


PiM9 Tribune Mean Service*, me. 
Afl FUflfti* H***ned 


6 Soda sipper 
9 Stick 

.10 Actress Ruby 

11 UnhrereHy of 
Logan 

12 Dolly’s last 
nams 

13 Waste 
aBowanca 

21 Logic 

23 Check 

28 Cut Ilka the 
town 

27 Valley 

30 Lug 

31 Ft. river 

32 Stravinsky 

33 Author Jaffa 

34 Pitot's 

- Instrument 

36 WWII war 
zona 

87 Full suits of 
armor 

40 Extinct bird 

41 “Mon Oncte*’ 
star 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


nnnran nnnn nnnn 
nnnnfi anna nnna 
nnnnnnnnnn nnnn 
nnn nnnn nnnrann 
□nmn onnn 
ananna nnrannnani 
nnnnn anna nnnn 
nnnn nnaras nnnn 
□nnn nnnn nnnnn 
□nnnnnnn nnnnnn 
nnnn nnon 
nannon nnnn ana 
nnnn nnnnnrianinn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
□nnn naan nnnnn 


42 TV’s Spenser 

47 Gasaous ■ 
hydrocarbon 

48 Grande" 
50 RJngo and 

Brenda 
52 Water 
mammal 


53 Courage 

54 Archangel 

55 Fix shootocas 

56 Correct 

57 Speck 

58 Ten: prof. 

62 Sped 

64 Can. prow. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND CMAR SHARIF 

6196! Tribune Madia Santos*, toe. 


LAY THE GROUNDWORK 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 

NORTH 

* KS3 

9 9843 

0 K7 2 

* A Q J 

WEST EAST 

*Q 10 2 *964 

? Ki Void 

0 J W 9 3 0 Q 8 6 5 4 

*K 10 85 *97632 

SOUTH 

* A ns 

<7AQJ 10 752 

0 A ’ 

* 4 

The bidding: 

Sooth West North East 

1 9 Pass 3 <7 Pass 

6 7 Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Jack of 0 
Study this hand. Can South guar- 
an tee his heart slam regardless of 
which defender holds the king of. 
clubs, or how the trumps are. 
divided? 

More than 50 years ago Ely Cul¬ 
bertson introduced what he consid¬ 
ered his greatest technical 
achievement, but which was a prac¬ 
tical failure—asking bids. Using 
them, South would be able to find 
out whether Neath held the major- 
suit kings, missing ace and third- 
round spade control. Without the 
aid of such elaborate methods, 
South settled for what we consider 
to he the eminently practical bid of 


six hearts. 

Declarer won Lhe diamond open¬ 
ing lead, entered dummy with the 
king of spades and discarded a 
spade on the king of diamonds. Af¬ 
ter ruffing a diamond, he crossed to 
the ace of dubs and led a trump. 
When East showed out. declarer 
rose with the ace and exited with a 
heart to endplay West. 

That worthy had a choice of los¬ 
ing options. A spade return would 
solve declarer’s problem in that suit; 
a diamond would present SouLh 
with a ruff-slufr and thereby elimi¬ 
nate the spade loser; and a club 
would give declarer a free finesse in 
that suit and set up one of dummy's 
dubs as a parkin g spo t for a spade . 

But what if East were to follow 
suit when declarer leads a trump 
from the table? There is an even 
prettier riposte available. Declarer 
must take the trump finesse, an 
anti-percentage play. Should West 
have the king and win the trick, the 
curie endplay operates. If East has 
the king, the finesse succeeds and 
declarer can try the spade finesse for 
an overtrick. 


tional Gymnastics Federation. 

In May 1977, she walked out of 
the European championships in 
Prague with the entire Romanian 
gymnast team after being de¬ 
moted from first to second place 
in the horse vault event. 

The Soviet team had protested 
at the initial decision and saw 
their star, Nelti Kim, take first 
place over Comaneci. 

Although she still managed to 
retain her overall European title. 


— mostly East European mid fed 
fry a Russian — were biased. 


LOST 


I, Sadi Unal Nakipfer lost, 
my Turkish passport No. 
TR-A-994736 issued at 
Turkish embassy/ Amman 
on 20 Sept. 87. 

If found please contact 
the embassy Tel. 
641251 



POSITION WANTED 

Estate Manager returning from England end November 
looking for an interesting position: Comprehensive expert-' 
ence estate/ household/ maintenance/ staff supervision 
etc. 

Write with telephone number to P.O. Box 2793, 
Amman 


AL-MAW*EL 

The National Centre for Psychological and Educational Con¬ 
sultation is seeking specialists with graduate degrees .in Clinical 
Psychology or Counselling. 

Please contact 847067/8 for appointment between the 
hours of 11:00 am - 5:00 p.m q Monday Doc. 4- through 


hours of 11:00 am. - 5:00 pm* 
Thursday Dec. 7. 


Lancia Prisma, Model 1988, 8,500 km, dark gray imetalic, 5 
speeds, computerised, radio cassettes. Centre-lock doors. 
U& $5,000 

Please call phone 
642-299 office 9 am.-13 pm. 

821-371 home afternoon. 




This Sunday is Advent Sunday 
Services in English: 

8 a.m.: Holy Communion 
6 pjn.: Advent-Carlos and Readings by candle- 
Hflht Te| . 6 28543 . 


I nt ern at ional Community School 

(The British Curriculum School in 
Amman) 

We require for February/March a qualified Laboratory 
Technician. The applicant must be fluent in English. 

Please send a copy of C.V. and letter.of application to the 
Head Teacher’s Secretary at the school as soon as 
possible. 

International Community School 
P.O. Box 2002, Amman 
Tel. 841070 



Later, they hinted that Moscow 
was trying to take revenge after 
Montreal. 

Similar disputes took place at 
tiie Moscow Olympics in 1980, 
where Comaneci narrowly lost 
the overall Olympic title to Elena 
Davidova of the Soviet Union 
following protracted arguments 
among the judges. 

Nadia, by then a mature 19- 
year-old woman, was already 
thfnirmg of re ti rem ent to make 
way for the youngsters who had 
begun to take over the sprat. 


MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, ■ Sweifieh, 
Abdourv and many other 
locations. 

For more Information 
please call 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342 


XMAS SHOPPING 
at 

WAD1SAQRA 


Becker beats Glib 
Lendl, Edberg win 


NEW YORK (R) — Defending 
champio n Boris Becker struggled 
past old nemesis Brad Gilbert 
2-6, 6-3, 6-4 on Tuesday, the 
opening night of the season-en¬ 
ding Masters tennis tournament. 

“It was an exhausting match. 
Fm gjad I won it.” said the 
second-ranked West German af¬ 
ter the nearly three-hour battle. 

Earlier on Tuesday, five-time 
Masters champion Ivan Lendl 
and third-ranked Swede Stefan 
Edberg cruised to easy victories 
in their opening Round-Robin 
matches. 

World number one Leodl 
avenged his French Open defeat 
with a 6-1, 6-3 win over 17-year- 
old American Michael Chang. 

Chang, die French Open cham¬ 
pion who is making his Masters 
debut, was overpowered by 
Lendl, who has beat to the final 
of this S3.1 million event the last 
nine years. For most of the 
match, Chang could barely get his 
racket on Lendl's big serve. 

In the opening-match of the 
eight-player tournament, Edberg 
posted a 6-4, 6-2 win over 
seventh-ranked American Andre 


“There’s nothing you can do 
when someone plays tike that,” 
said Agassi, who complained of 
neck problems. 

With his victory over Gilbert, 


Becker may have cleared his 
toughest hurdle on the way to the 
semifinals, though he must still 
play Edberg and Agassi — the 
other members of the Die Nastase 
group. Becker had lost four of his 
last five meetings with Gilbert. 

Gilbert, ironically, had drop¬ 
ped the first set in each of his wins 
over the Wimbledon and U.S. 
Open champion. 

In Tuesday’s match, however, 
Gilbert was up a set and a break 
and Becker came to pull it out. 

“I just didn’t capitalise when I 
had a chance to get him down. He 
really played hims elf back in to 
the match,” Gilbert said. 

The. sixth-ranked American 
had. Becker on the defensive in 
the opening set as Gilbert scored 
with passing shots while the West 
German struggled to find his 
booming serve. 

Becker did not have a service 
game without facing at least one 
break point until eighth game of 
the second set when he held at IS 
for 5-3. 

Becker then broke Gilbert, 
who also was erratic on serve, to 
level the match. 

The tense third set was a 
raucous affair punctuated by voc¬ 
al supporters of both players in 
Madison Square Garden. 

There were also angry ex¬ 
changes between the two rivals. 


CAP1LANO GEOPHYSICAL LTD. 

Wishes to announce 
the relocation of their 
Amman Office 
Effective immediately 

827194 - Office 
827195 - Facsimile 


DUTY FREE CAR 
FOR SALE 

The Australian Embassy on behalf of the 
University of Sydney is selling a duty free 
1984 model Isuzu Trooper 4WD. 

Offers should be submitted to the Austra¬ 
lian Embassy in sealed envelopes before 
1200 hours on Wednesday 6 December 
1989. 

Vehicle may be inspected at the Austra¬ 
lian Embassy in Jabal Amman. : 


The National Music Conservatory / Noor AI Hussein Foundation 

arc 

The American Cultural Centre 

pressni 

CHRISTOPHER LAUGKL1N 

in a 

Guitar Recital 

at the Royal Cultural Centre 

Sunday, Dec. 3, 1989 at 8;00 p.m. 
in the programme: Bacn , Albeniz > Granados . V-lia Lobos and others. 
Tickets available at Mllano [Shmisaniy 

The Royal Cultural Centre. Tel. 680370 

Tel. 669026 T 

Tlie American Cultural Centre Divan, .el 313061 

Tel. 644371 The National MuS'C 

Istiklal Library (Suweifieh). Con^rvaicry Tel f.67620. 

Tel. 821153 nri^ in a 


The National Mus>c 
Con^rvaicry Tel f.67620. 

_Ticket price JD 4 


omputer Programmer Req 

Local computer company, working on the de¬ 
velopment of major microcomputer systems, 
seeks a professional computer programmer. 
Expertise in Pascal, Assembly is required. Know¬ 
ledge of operating systems design and C language 
is a plus. 

Qualified candidates please send English C.V/s 
to: 

Personnel Department 
Zeta, P.O. Bos 5296 
Amman, Jordan, 
or phone: 689160/689162 


Cinema 


Teh 674111' 
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World News 


Opposition struggles to form 
government: Gandhi quits 



NEW DELHI (R) — Rqjiv Gandhi quit as Indian 
Prime Minister Wednesday, throwing the political 
ball to an opposition struggling to form a govern¬ 
ment after elections produced a hong parlia men t. 


Gandhi met President Ramas- 
wamy Venkataraman to offer his 
resignation, which was im¬ 
mediately accepted, and was 
asked to stay on as caretaker unto 
a new government was formed. 

Senior officials of Gandhi’s 
Congress Party, humiliated at the 
polls as it lost its huge parliamen¬ 
tary majority, said it decided to 
give the usually fragmented 
opposition first chance to form an 

arlimmat 

“Let the nation see what a 
mess they'll make of it,” said one. 

It was dear the opposition was 
struggling after the resignation 
brought to an end another act in 
India's longest-running soap 
opera — the Nehru dynasty of 
which Gandhi is the heir. 

Leaders of the National Front 
alliance, needing the support of 
two parties at opposite ends of 
the political spectrum to form a 
minority government in the 545- 
member parliament, were locked 


in meetings trying to hammer out 
a deal. . 

The front, likely to end up 
with about 150 seats against just 
over 200 for Congress and its 
allies, also postponed until Thurs¬ 
day a meeting to elect a leader 
and likely prime minuter. 

Hie official reason was that 
getting an agreement on support 
from the rightwing Hindu revival-, 
ist Bharatiya Janata Party (BJF) 
was more important 

“The major issue is how to 
soften the rough edges of the 
BJF. This is a more important 
political issue than electing a 
leader,” said a senior front offi¬ 
cial. 

The BJP, the major election 
surprise with already 83 seats 
after winning just two in 1984, 
was demanding a high price, re¬ 
fusing to compromise on an elec- 
tin platform that includes scrap- 
png constitutional safeguards for 
India’s 100 million Muslims. 


The front has a promise of 
support from leftist parties likely 
to win about 50 seals. 

But the front also had internal 
problems over the leadership 
issue. Its main leader, Vish- 
wanath Pratap Singh, has repe¬ 
atedly said he doesn't want to be 
prime minister. 


years. 

The haggling among the parties 


Comaneci defects to Hungary 


BUDAPEST (R) — Romanian 
gymnast Nadia Comaneci, gold 
medal winner at the 1976 Olym¬ 
pic Gaines in Montreal, has fled 
across the border to Hungary, a 
government spokesman said 
Wednesday. 


Comaneci, 29, and six other 
Ro manians crossed the border 
between Romania and Hungary 
near the south east Hungarian 
village of Mezogyan Tuesday 
evening, spokesman Andras 
Kovari told Reuters. 

Hungarian radio said Comane¬ 
ci was seeking political asyhnn in 
Hungary but the Interior Ministry 
was unable to confirm the report 

She blasted into limelight at the 
1975 European championships 
where she won gold medals in all 
gymnastic disciplines except floor 
exercises. 

She was the first gymnast to 
obtain a perfect 10 score and won 
the aD-round gold medal at the 
Montreal games. 

Comaneci told Hungarian bor¬ 
der guards their trip was planned 
in advance and they were guided 
through the border by a Roma¬ 
nian man, the radio said. 

Tens of thousands of Roma¬ 
nians unhappy with life under 
President Nicolae Ceausescu and 


inspired by political reforms 
across the border, have fled to 
Hungary in the past two years. 

Comaneci, who retired from 
competition in 1981, said she left 
behind a furnished flat, a car and 
financial security for foe sake of 
freedom, the radio said. 

She said she had been refused 
permission to accept offers to 
work in the West as a coach or to 
travel to the West for any reason. 
Recently she was denied permis¬ 
sion to visit Hungary, one of 
Romania's Warsaw Pact allies. 

The radio was reporting from 
the southern dty of Szeged, near 
a camp for Romanian refugees at 
Bekescsaba. 

Kovari said she was receiving 
no special treatment 

Hungary this month granted 
political asylum to a Soviet citizen 
and a Bulgarian in what diplo¬ 
mats believe were the first exam¬ 
ples of one Warsaw Pact country 
giving shelter to citizens from 
another. 

Robert Forgacs, general secret¬ 
ary of the Hungarian Gymnastic 
Federation, said his organisation 
would offer help to Comaneci if 
she went to Budapest 

“It is natural mat we would 
help her as soon as she arrives,” 
he told Reuters. 



WORLD NEWS Hi BRIEF 


Cape Town wants desegregation 


CAPE TOWN (R) — Cape Town’s white managers want to 
declare the city an apartheid-free zone and are willing to go to 
court to do so, a spokesman said Wednesday. City spokesman 
Ted Doman said the 34-member dty council voted Tuesday to 
reject President F.W. De Klerk’s plan to open a small section of 
the inner dty to residents of all races. He said the council voted 
instead to ask the government to exempt Cape Town from 
apartheid regulations and to seek legal advice on ways to force Pre¬ 
toria's hand. De Klerk announced last week that District Six, a 
former coloured (mixed race) residential area that was bulldozed 
20 years ago to make way for white housing, would be among four 
suburbs chosen for an experiment in desegregation. District Six 
has remained undeveloped since its 60,000 residents were forcibly 
removed to new coloured townships up to 30 kilometres outside 
the dty. 


Mercenaries 
in control 
of Comoros 


DZAOUDZL Mayotte (R) — 
The mercenary-led Preridcntial 


Ireland seeks for greener Europe 


DUBLIN (R) — Ireland will press for a greener Europe and seek 
to boost economic cooperation with Northern Ireland when it 
takes over the European Community presidency in January. 
Prime Minister Charles Haughey spelt out Ins ambitions for 
Ireland’s six-month tenure before flymg off Wednesday for Talks 
in Brussels with EC Commission President Jacques Defers. 
Haughey told reporters that one of Ireland's priorities during its 
presidency would be protecting the environment. The Irish 
government has offered a prime Dublin dockside venae as the site 
for a new European environmental protection agency. Bat 
competition is saia to be fierce as there are 27 other applicants, 
Berlin among the favourites. With Europe heading for a single, 
barrier-free market by tbe end of 1992, Haughey has also seized 
on Ireland’s presidency as a posable way of breaking the political 
deadlock .in Northern Ireland. He has invited Northern Ireland’s 
three members of the European Parliament for talks on a shared 
approach to EC structural funds that could finance cross-border 
projects. 


Gadget to trap ozone-depleting CFCS 


TORONTO (R) — Scientists are developing a portable device to 
trap chtorofluorocarbons (CFCS) which are eroding the ozone 
Layer and creating a global warming known as the “greenhouse” 
effect. Union Carbide Canada Ltd. said Tuesday the device will 


effect. Union Carbide Canada Ltd. said Tuesday the device will 
capture CFCS used in household refrigerators and air condition¬ 
ers. CFCS, the main cause of damage to the Earth’s protective 
ozone layer, usually escape through system leakage or when 
certain appliances are repaired or thrown away. “The technology 
is designed to remove, dean and recycle CFCS used in both small 


— and large-scale residential and industrial applications, such as 
repairing home refrigerators and air conditioners,” said Neil 
Weaver, vice president and general manager of Union Carbide’s 
Linde Division. A small blue bottle containing a crystalline 
molecular sieve would be attached to the appliances before they 
were repaired or thrown away. 

Crane collapse kills 5 in U.S. 


SAN FRANCISCO (R) — The arm of a construction crane 
operating 16 stories above the dty’s financial district toppled to 
die street during the morning rush hour Tuesday, killing five 
people. Hie crane’s huge arm, along with the cabin containing the 
operator, fell with such force that one section plunged through the 
street and into an underground garage. “We heard this rumbling 
and shaking, and we wont to foe windows. We saw tbe crane 
coming over the side of the braiding and pieces of steel were being 
bent like pretzels,” said Suam Bury, who was on the sixth floor 
of a neighbouring bmkfing. 


Front sources said that was a 
gambit to ensure there was a 
sufficient clamour for him to be¬ 
come leader rather than at least 
two other men hungry for the 
job. 

A succession of front leaders, 
wiHiuting Sigh, went to see one of 
die contenders to persuade him 
that a contested leadership elec¬ 
tion would damage Its fragile 
unity. 

The contender, Chandra She- 
kar, mid that if the front was 
committed to democracy, there 
was no reason for him not to run. 

The only other time India’s 810 
million people have had a non- 
Congress government it feO apart 
ami d mnfnai recriminations in 
1979 after tittle more than two 


puts Gandhi on the sidelines, and 
probably on the opposition ben¬ 
ches, at least for the moment. 

But no one is yet ready to 
the final curtain 
dropped on the Nehru dynasty, 
with Gandhi almost certain to be 
re-elected Congress president 
late Wednesday. 

Gandhi, his grandfather Jawa- 
harlal Nehru and his mother In¬ 
dira Gandhi have run India for 37 
of its 42 independent years. 
Asia’s fengest-numing political 
ruling dynasty. 


“I believe Rajiv’s time has pas¬ 
sed,” said his estranged sister-in- 
law Maneka Gandhi in an inter¬ 
view shortly after she was elected 
for the National Front. 

But, she added quickly, “in our 
family we keep bouncing back.” 

“He deserved it because he let 
the family down," she said of the 
huge election fosses that forced 
Rajiv Gandhi and his government 
to resign. 

Maneka, entering parliament 
as Janata’s only woman member 
after w inning tier constituency by 
a 130,000-vote margin, speaks 
from experience. 


Violence 
erupts inS. 
Africa 




, v , 


A Salvadorean sohB w runs for cover ifarfaf an exchange of gunfire with the rebels ffaar control of 
one of the neighbourhoods in San Salvador. 


The mercenary-led Presidential 
Guard has taken control of the 
Comoros Islands since the assas¬ 
sination of President Ahmad 
Abdallah and has disarmed the 
army, a French journalist expel¬ 
led from the island said 
Wednesday. 

Joseph Edern, a journalist of 
the French-based Agence Inter¬ 
nationale d’Images de Television, 
said on arrival in the French- 
ruled island of Mayotte that a 
European Mercenary officer of 
the Presidential Guard told him 
the regular army had been dis¬ 
armed and might be dissolved. 

Tbe Presidential Guard is 
beaded by Bob Denard, a French 
mercenary who helped bring 
Abdallah to power in 1978. 

“The. only armed force (in tbe 
Comoros) is the Presidential 
Guard, which is managed by Bob 
Denard,” Edern told reporters at 
Mayotte airport. 

President Abdallah, who was 
assassinated on Sunday night, 
was buried cm his home island of 
Anjouan Tuesday, sources in the 
Indian Ocean archipelago said. 

The sources, contacted by tele- 1 
phone from Mayotte, said the 
situation in the capital Moroni 
was calm and that au government 
offices there had been dosed for 
three days as a sign of mounting. 

But the real situation which 
followed the assassination re¬ 
mained difficult to gauge. 

The sources, aware that all 
phone calls were probably being 
monitored by the security servi¬ 
ces, said only that the president of 
tbe supreme court. Stud Djohar, 
had taken over as interim presi¬ 
dent. 

Abdallah had ruled the Com¬ 
oros, a chain of volcanic islands 
northwest of Madagascar, since 
1978. 

He was placed in power by a 
group of SO European mercenar¬ 
ies who invaded the island and 
went on to form the officer corps 
of his feared 500-strong Presiden¬ 
tial Guard. 

Ini tial rep o r ts said Abdallah 
and one of his bodyguards had 
been shot dead by Major Ahmad 
Mohammad, the chief of staff of 
tbe Comoros' small army, which 
ts separate from the better armed 
Presidential Guard. 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
Eleven people were killed, three 
of them snot by police, in an 
upsurge of violence in the black 
townships of South Africa’s Natal 
province. 

The 11 dead, listed in a brief 
daily police report, brought the 
tofi to 31 in the past three days, 
rivalling tbe worst periods in a 
two-year-old conflict between the 
Zulu movement Tnkatha and the 
United Democratic Front 
(UDF). 

Hie most serious incident was 
in the huge township of Mpumu- 
langa, between the port dty of 
Durban and Pietermaritzburg, 
the Natal provincial capital. 

Police said two people were 
killed in a clash between two 
groups. Police intervened, were 
shot at, and kilied three others. 

Police said Wednesday they 
were sending reinforcements into 
Mpumalanga. Previously the 
army has been deployed in tbe 
most seriously affected 
townships, and while the violence 
has subsided, it has not been 
entirely eradicated. 

Authorities attribute the fight¬ 
ing to the feud, which has killed 
at least 2,000 people in the past 
two years, between Manggsuthu 
Buthelezi’s politically moderate 
Inkatha and the UDF. 

Inkatha and the UDF are' 
struggling for control of the 
townships, particularly those in a 
rolling valley stretching west from 
Pietermaritzburg. 


San Salvador shaken by heaviest 
fighting and political assassination 


SAN SALVADOR (R) — Tbe 
Salvadorean capital was shaken 
by the assassination Tuesday of a 
prominent right-wing politician 
and the heaviest fighting in a 
week. 

Francisco Jose Guerrero, 63, a 
former foreign minister, supreme 
court president and unsuccessful 
presidential candidate five years 
ago, was gunned down while sit¬ 
ting in his car at a traffic light 
outride a restaurant 

The military said four sus¬ 
pected rebels raked Guerrero’s 
car with gunfire. He was hit five 
times and one of the bullets 
pierced his heart 

One of tbe gunmen was killed 
by a bodyguard, another was 
captured by police and two fled 
the scene outride “Biggest” a 
popular hamburger restaurant on 
the fashionable west side of the 
capital. 

A spokesman for El Salvador's 
Farabundo Marti National Li¬ 
beration Front (FMLN) guerrillas 
in Havana, Cuba, said foe rebels 
denied all responiribility for tbe 

killing . 

But Armed Forces Chief of 
Staff Colonel Rene Emilio Ponce 
told reporters, “It is confirmed 
that the terrorists are responsi¬ 
ble.” Government and military 
officials in El Salvador commonly 
refer to the Marxist-led rebels as 


terrorists. 

Reporters arriving for a news 
conference — which did not take 
place — at national police head¬ 
quarters saw the body of a man 
shot four times less than three 
blocks away. 

Witnesses said two gunmen 
had killed the man more than an 
hour earlier, but no police had 
arrived to investigate the killing. 
Two bystanders were injured in 
the shooting, according to the 
witnesses. 

There was heavy fighting in 
working-class neighbourhoods on 
the northern outskirts of the 
capital Tuesday. Battles erupted 
after midnigh t and continued un¬ 
til after sunrise when a nation¬ 
wide dusk-to-dawn curfew ex¬ 
pired, the army said. 

Modi of the capital was kept 
awake by the crash or mortar 
shells and the sustained rattle of 
machine gun fire. 

A military spokesman said at 
least five leftist rebels were killed 
in tbe street fighting and added 
that “the guerrillas carried off a 
large number of wounded.” 

The spokesman said soldiers 
were searching house-to-house 
for guerrillas in working-class 
areas after the fighting. A picture 
of 41 suspected rebels seized dur¬ 
ing earlier searches, all of them 
blindfolded, was prominently dis- 


Armenians angry after toss ofKarabakh 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
parliament has restored most of 
Azerbaijan’s powers over tbe dis¬ 
puted territory of Nagorno-Kara¬ 
bakh, angering Armenians who 
warned of more regional unrest. 

Parfiament said it was seeking 
to stabilise the situation in Nagor¬ 
no-Karabakh, populated mamly 
by Armenians although it is part 
of Azerbaijan. 

More than 120 people have 
died in dashes in die past two 
years over tbe area. 

Deputies voted overwhelming¬ 
ly Tuesday to dissolve a special 
Kr emlin Co mmissi on that had 
administered Nagorno-Karabakh 
since January, enabling its Arme¬ 
nian majority to ignore the Azer¬ 
baijani government in Baku. 

Now Nagorno-Karabakh's for¬ 
mer government and Communist 
Party organisations, dormant 
since January, are to be restored, 
along with all their links to Azer¬ 


baijan. 

The special Kremlin Commis¬ 
sion will be replaced with another 
commission appointed by the par¬ 
liament in Moscow, but it will 
have less power — mainly over¬ 
seeing the deployment of some 
5,000 troops sent to the area last 
year to keep order. 

Armenians said the decision 
had pot Nagorno-Karabakh right 
back in the position of two years 
ago when the Armenian majority 
demanded unification with neigh¬ 
bouring Armenia, sparking 
ethnic dashes. 

“I think there will be more 
problems in Nagorno-Karabakh. 
We don't have the text of the 
decision yet but we don't like 
what we have heard about it,” 
said a journalist at Armenpress 
news agency in Yerevan, the 
Armenian capital. 

An adviser at the Armenian 
mission in Moscow said most of 


the Armenian deputies, who 
stormed out of the parliament 
before the vote was taken, were 
beading to Armenia and Nagor¬ 
no-Karabakh quickly because of 
“tension" in the region. 

Azerbaijani sources mean while 
said they were pleased with the 
decision to dissolve the Kremlin 
committee, which had dearly 
frustrated tbe Azerbaijani gov¬ 
ernment by keeping the rebel¬ 
lious territory in a special admi¬ 
nistrative haven. 

“I think it is a positive move,” 
said Nazim Ragimov, a journalist 
in Baku. “It is up to Azerbaijan 
to settle the Nagorno-Karabakh 
problem and if this works, 
nationalist violence could sub¬ 
side.” 

Before leaving the parliament, 
the Armenians asked that the 
vote be postponed because the 
Azerbaijani Popular Front had 
renewed a blockade against 


Armenia Tuesday,' said Yuri 
Balaian, an Armenian deputy. 

In August the front, a few mass 
movement fired by nationalist 
emotions over Nagomo-Karab- 
kah, stopped trains rolling into 
Armenia for more than a month. 
It also held huge rallies deman¬ 
ding that Armenians drop claims 
to the region. ... __ 

Meanwhile a foreign policy 
^viser to Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev indicated 
Tuesday that Moscow would not 
allow a spillover into outlying 
Soviet republics of the changes 
under way in Eastern Europe. 

Speaking to reporters in Rome, 
where Gorbachev arrives 
Wednesday, Vadim ZagJadin re¬ 
jected any comparison between 
once-independent Estonia, Lat- 
wa and Lithuania and Moscow's 
Warsaw Pact allies such as 
Czechoslovakia. 


Amnesty: Peru fighting terror with terror 


LONDON (AP) — Government 
forces in Peru are using “terror to 
fight terror” and have killed 
3.000 people in seven years of 
brutality that targets children and 
matches the lefist rebels, Amnes¬ 
ty International said Wednesday. 

“Torture, mutilation, ‘dis¬ 
appearance,’ murder and rape 
have become a hallmark of the 
armed forces’ ‘campaign against 
terrorism*,” the international hu¬ 
man rights organisation said in a 
report on Peru. 

It said the armed forces have 
singled out children and young 
people as suspected supporters of 
the Maoist Shining rath Move¬ 
ment, and hundreds have been 
murdered, tortured or simply 
have disappeared. 

“The killing, torture and ‘dis¬ 
appearance’ of hundreds of chil¬ 
dren and young people has been 
one cost of a strategy of“terror to 
fight terror 1 adopted by tbe 
armed forces in Peru,” it said. 

Tbe organisation said it was 


launching a campaign against hu¬ 
man rights violations by Peru's 
armed forces, and it called on tbe 
government to investigate all 
alleged abases and bring those 
responsible to justice. 

In a 17-page report titled 
“caught between two fires,” 
Amnesty claimed extensive and 
continuing massacres, mutilations 
and torture by opposition forces 
such as die Shining Path, or 
Sendero Luminoso. 

As a result, it said, peasants in 
areas where tbe government has 
declared a state of emergency 
have been “caught between two 
fires,” victims of massive abuse 
by both government forces and 
armed rebels. 

It said security force abuses are 
growing. 

“A climate of terror... is 
spreading across much of die 
country,” Amnesty International 
said.” Many people have rela¬ 
tives who have been killed in cold 
Mood by both anti-government 


guerrillas and government 
Forces.” _.. 

More than 3,000 detainees 
have ‘disappeared” in the past 
seven years and at least 3,000 
more are estimated to have been 
killed .by security forces, indi¬ 
vidually or in mass executions, 
the report said. 

It said targets for human righ t* 
abuses by government forces are 
drawn from increasingly broad 
sectors of society. 

Loc al government officers, 
community leaders, trade ani on 
members, journalists, lawyers, 1 
academics and people considered 
critics or opponents of the gov¬ 
ernment have been threatened, 
killed or had their homes and 
offices bombed, the report said. 

Many killings are carried out 
after victims have been detained 
and tortured, it said. 

4 Tbe report focuses on viola¬ 
tions in emergency zones, where 
more than half Peru's 21 million 
people five under political-milit¬ 


ary co mman d. 

In these zones, many killings 
appear to have been carried out 
to punish communities for rebel 
activities in their areas, it said. 

. Amnesty International said few 
males aged between 14 and 40 
remain in these zones and women 
looking after communities have 
been subjected to increasing 
abuse by government forces. 

Rape by troops, which the re¬ 
port calls a form of torture, is 
widespread, and women of all 
ages are at risk, it said. 

The report said it is common 
for women to be raped after 
soldiers have entered villages and 
tortured and taken the men away. 
Other women have been raped 
while in detention, it said. 

It cited the case of Maria 
Gmnarita Pisco Pisango, 26, a 
banner from San Martin de Alao 
in Lamas Province, who was 
raped, tortured and shot dead by 
soidiers after she reported her 

busoand s disappearance 


Foreigners get 
tare advice 


NEW YORK (AP)—New Yoik 
cabbies may find fewer easy 
marks — or francs, or pesetas — 
now that multilingual pamphlets 
are being distributed at airports 
advising foreign travellers the 
fores they should pay. The pam- 
plets with sample taxi ride prices 
are available at John F. Kennedy, 
Laguardia -and Newark Interna¬ 
tional Airports, said David Z. 
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of aviation. Tbe 
“serve to protect passengers from 
the few unscrupulous taxi driven 
who might try totake advantage 
of passengers, particularly those 
unfamili ar with the New York 
taxi system,” Plavin said 
Monday. 


Poll: Women’s 
movement yes, 
feminism no 


played in government-controlled 
newspapers. 

Tuesday's fighting was the 
worst here since rebels seized tire 
wealthy Escalon district on tbe 
city’s west ride on Nov. 21. They 
held the army at bay there for 
nearly 24 hours before retreating 
to strongholds on the flanks of a 
tree-covered volcano overlooking 
the dty. 

The rebels, who launched the 
biggest offensive of their 10-year 
war on Nov. 11, said Monday that 
the fighting here marks “the final 
phase" of tbe Salvadorean con¬ 
flict and that victory will soon be 
theirs. 

The government says the rebels 
have suffered heavy losses and 
are on the brink of defeat. 

An American church worker 
held in El Salvador has told a 
U.S. Congressman she does not 
know how a stash of arms got into 
the garden of her house, a con¬ 
gressional aide said. 

The aide to representative Jim 
McDermott of Washington state 
said the Congressman held an 
emotional 45-minute meeting 
Monday with Jennifer Casolo. 

Casolo, speaking to tbe Con¬ 
gressman about the cache, said, 
“I don't know how it got there... 
I don’t know who’s after me,” 
according to the aide, who 
attended tbe meeting. 


NEW YORK (AP) — Most 
American women think the 
women’s movement has made 
their lives better, yet only one in 
three consider themselves femin¬ 
ists, according to a poll. The poO 
of 1,000 American women, job- 
'fished in the Dec. 4 issue of Time 
magazine, found that 94 per cent 
believe the women’s movement 
has helped them become more 
independent, 86 per cent credit it 
with giving them more control 
over their lives, and 82 per cent 
thmk it is still improving then- 
lives. Yet 76 per cent said they 
pay “not very much” or “no” 
attention to the women's move¬ 
ment. Analysts attribute these 
contradictory attitudes to the 
very success of the women’s 
movement, Time says. “Saying 
the [women's movement is dead is 
like saying the cold war is dead,” 
.said Carol Giffigan, a Harvard 
professor. “No. No. It’s over. It’s 
won.” The poll, conducted by 
Yankelovich Clancy Shulman, 
surveyed 1,000 women by phone 
on Oct. 23-25, and has a margin 
of error of pins of minus three 
percentage points, Tune said. 


Book of Kells 
printed after 
12 centuries. 


Gere to portray, 
couple of villains 


NEW YORK (AP) — Actor 
Richard Gere has been devoting 
a lot of time in recent years to his 
Buddhist beliefs. But that dfd not 
stop him from portraying a cou¬ 
ple of old-fosinoned villains in 
upcoming films . The 40-year-old 
actor, who has done fittie acting 
since his acclaimed performance 
in 1982's An Officer And a Gent¬ 
leman, says in tbe current issue of 
Fame magazine that he has been 
supporting the cause of Tibetans, 
who have been under Chinese 
occupation since 1950. "They are 
a gentle, spiritual people who 
have been systemicaliy murdered 
by the Chinese,” said Gere, who, 
along with composer Philip 
Glass, founded the Tibet House 
for Himalayan exiles in New 
York two years ago. 

Noiret wins 
film award 


PARIS (AP) — Frenchman Phi* 
lippe Noiret won the Best Actor 
prize at the 1989 European film 
awards, better known asr the 
Felixes, for his roles in the French 
film Life and Nothing Else and 
the Franco-Itafian Paradise CSne- 


DUBUN (R) — The Book of 
Kells, a medieval masterpiece 
which ranks as one of the world’s 
most beautiful illuminate d manu¬ 
scripts, has been printed almost 
12 centuries after it was created. 
The Book of Kells is a lavishly 
illustrated Latin text of the four 
gospels produced by Irish monks 
m 800 A.D. Swiss publisher Urs 
Duggefin, who developed a spe¬ 
cial mobile book holder with suc¬ 
tion pads for photographing the 
Irish national treasure, presorted 
the first full colour facsimile edi¬ 
tion of the fragile tome to irish 
President Patrick HflJery. Dub¬ 
lin’s Trinity College,'Temper of 
the Book of Kells, sanctioned the 
project by the Lucerne publisher 
who is selling a limited edition at 
$14,800 a book. 





































